AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL

“n,

7. RUE

PUBLISHED BY

- HOOK

ILWU

3440 EAST MARGINAL WAY S.

SEATTLE ILWU-PENSION CLUB

VOLUME 17- No.3  gpATTLE, WA 98134
EDITORIAL STAFF: Fall 2008 206.343.0504
ART MINK
JON HALGREN
IAN KENNEDY October
PARKER JOHNSTON November
CURT CUNNINGHAM fin Memory December

www.ilwu19.com/rustyhook

Sharing the World with China
By Dave Chaddock

A few weeks ago an angry letter writer wondered
how columnist David Brooks could possibly have had
“anything positive to say about such an oppressive
regime as China” (NYT 8-15). Commenting on the
opening ceremonies of the Olympics, Brooks had de-
scribed it as “a high-tech vision of the harmonious so-
ciety performed in the context of China’s miraculous
growth” (NYT 8-12).

Why had he broken ranks with the CNN announcer
who had referred to the Chinese leadership as “goons
and thugs™? Or with the editors of his own newspaper
who had declared that Bush had been too “deferential”
to this “reprehensible” regime (7-31), and who went
on to suggest that China’s “appalling” record in hu-
man rights would “neither be ignored nor forgotten,”
though there was concern that the huge “prestige bo-

nanza” it reaped from the Games would cause it to

“tighten its grip at home” (8-23).

But Brooks was not alone in being impressed with

China. “Who will forget the stunning images of the
opening ceremony,” writes John F. Burns, “speaking
more powerfully than any propaganda could of the
happiness that three decades of prosperity have
brought” (NYT 8-10). Charles McGrath could not
help but wax lyrical about the “legions of volun-
teers...so many of them...so focused...so polite and
friendly, that it can be a little disconcerting”
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(NYT 8-11). Thomas L. Friedman had this to say:
“Just compare arriving at La Guardia’s dumpy ter-
minal in New York City and driving through the
crumbling infrastructure into Manhattan with arriv-
ing at Shanghai’s sleek airport and taking the 220-
mile-per-hour magnetic levitation train” (NYT 8-
27).

And for Nicolai OQuroussoff his arrival gave him the
“inescapable feeling” that he was “passing through a
portal to another world.” He found China to be “a
great laboratory for architectural ideas.” It seemed as
if “everything is possible here.” The buildings were
not just “blunt expressions of power” but exuded an
aura “that has as much to do with intellectual fer-
ment as economic clout.” He compared his reaction
to that of the Viennese architect Adolf Loos, who
stepped off a steamship in New York City over a
hundred years ago, and realized that Europe was
“culturally obsolete” (NYT 7-13).

But what about the parks that were set aside for
protests, but which never saw any protests because,
we are told, those who declared their intention to
protest were denied permission, including two old
ladies 77 and 79 years old, who were sentenced to
one year in a labor camp? Well, actually there were
77 protest applications but nearly all of them were
dropped after complaints were “properly addressed
by relevant authorities or departments.” As for the
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two old ladies who felt that they had not gotten suffi-
cient compensation for being evicted from their homes
in a case of what we would call “eminent domain”,
they were told that their sentence “might remain in
suspension if they stayed at home and stopped asking
for permission to protest” (NYT 8-21). Later the sen-
tence was “formally rescinded” and the local police
also bought them a new TV set. (NYT 8-30)

Of course the main New York Times reporter in
China, Jim Yardley, was on hand to bemoan the fact
that there was no “organized opposition” in China, and
this showed that the leadership was “insecure and de-
fensive” (NYT 8-7). But why is it that a recent poll
found that 86% of the Chinese expressed “content
with their country’s direction” as compared to only
23% of Americans? (NYT 7-23) Where is the vast
discontent ready to burst loose? Are we to assume that
our two-party system is a solution for all the world’s
problems, with its necessity to spend vast sums of
money and create partisan conflicts most of which
have little to do with real issues?

Let me offer an analogy. We debate many questions
at our union meetings but one thing we never debate.

That-is the legitimacy-and vatue of our union itself:

We are up in arms against a “scab” who would oppose
the union. In the same way the popular Icelandic
singer who, after her performance in Shanghai,
shouted out “Tibet! Tibet!” would not be invited back
for the Olympics, nor weuld anyone who showed a
tendency to do anything similar. It’s not that argu-
ments could not be made for and against the existence
of our union, but we have already considered all these
arguments. The debate is over. In the same way the
Chinese have already decided the question of Tibet.
Much has been written about it. Opposition argu-
ments have been considered and rejected a long time
ago. Uninformed Westerners who burst in upon the
scene are simply out of order. I have done a lot of re-
search on this question and intend to write a book
about Tibet when I have time.

Another point of conflict, as reporter Jim Yardley
points out, is that Westerners view China “through the
prism of the 1989 Tiananmen crackdown.” They are
constantly agitating for people to stand up and con-
demn it. But they have studiously ignored the detailed
accounts that China herself gave of this incident
shortly after it occurred. I plan to write about this
event as well. But I have recently had my seventieth
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birthday. Life is short. I cannot continue to work
six days a week and commute two hours a day and
still do all the writing I want to do. I will miss all of
you guys and gals but soon I will have to cut the ties
that bind us together. Ernie Williams just retired at
the age of 75. Sometime within the next five years I
plan to do the same!

I remember back in 1979 when the very first ship
docked in Seattle from China. [ was already a big
China fan, a devotee of Edgar Snow and Agnes

- Smedtey and Anna Louise Strong and Han Suyin
and Felix Greene and Graham Peck and Simone de
Beauvoir, and many others who had written favora-
bly about China. I had been to China in 1973 a year
after Nixon, walked on the Great Wall, climbed the
Big Goose pagoda in Sian, landed by plane in Ye-
nan, inspected double-sided embroidery in Soochow,
rode through the darkened streets of Shanghai as
they were in those days, and visited the pandas at the
Beijing zoo. So when this first ship arrived at Pier
90 I was not working there that day, but | made sure
to be on hand, sitting in one of the Datsuns that had
been discharged a day or two earlier. That is where
the Port of Seattle police found me, hauled me out
and frisked me, and looked suspiciously at the leaf-
lets I had brought with me, titled “It’s Not Just Pig
Bristles”, a paean I had written to the possibility of
increased trade. But the word “pig” in those days
was a disrespectful term for the police, and I think
this may have seemed a bit dangerous to them.

How remarkable it is that from this humble begin-
ning, trade with China has increased so dramatically
that it is all important in Seattle, and the slightest
instance of its diminishing is seen as a threat to our
livelihoods.
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