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These Colors Do Not Run (the world) bottle...looked about powerful enough to drive a
By Dave Chaddock weed wacker." (NYT , 3-13-03).

Yes, the British had to learn the same lesson. It was| And even if this pitiful flying machine were able to
not so very long ago that the sun never set on the Brit-| go more than a few miles with a "terrifying pay-
ish Empire. Large swaths of the globe were colored| load," where was such a stash to be found? We are
red. India. Egypt. Kenya. told that the best informed people all over the world
But other countries do not like to be occupied. They| agreed with Bush that Saddam had threatening
do not like to be dominated. They fight back. And| stockpiles of "WMD's"--"If we were wrong, we
they are getting stronger. were in good and honest company,” says one
How much nicer it is to meet other nations on equal| spokesman.

terms, get along with them, work together with them| Once again, not true.

to solve the growing problems of energy, pollution,| Scott Ritter was the chief weapons inspector in Iraq
food, education, and medical care. How much better| until 1998. He testified that Iraq's weaponry had
to foster communication, trade, cultural exchange, sci-| been reduced to "scraps of material" and that even if
entific expertise, tourism. any biological weapons had escaped destruction they
In 2003 we tried to convince Bush not to invade Iraq.| would have degenerated and been useless. The
There were huge demonstrations here and all over the| monitoring system was the most comprehensive ever
world, including the biggest one London had ever| designed--with visual, chemical, and temperature
seen. But he wouldn't listen. He was the Decider. He| sensors on the ground, and in the air U-2 flights.

told us: "Saddam is a dangerous dangerous man, with| After the brief interval during which inspectors were
dangerous dangerous weapons." This was not true. | withdrawn, did Saddam reconstitute a threat? El
About the deadliest thing we were able to find was a| Baradai's report in Jan. 2003 was that nothing suspi-
pilotless drone which senior Bush officials assured us,| cious was found. This was after an inspection of all
could "deliver terrifying payloads of chemical and| buildings that satellite imagery indicated to have
biological warfare agents across Iraq's borders." But| been constructed or modified in the previous 4 years,
looked at up close after its capture, it seemed to look| and after all rivers and canals had been monitored
"more like something out of the Rube Goldberg| for escaped radio isotopes. And after Bush himself
school of aeronautical design." The plane's two minis-| admitted that absolutely no evidence linked Saddam
cule engines, "each the size of a whisky
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to the attack on the Twin Towers--even though he
seemed to imply as much in speech after speech--one
father, whose son had perished in the 9-11 attack,
asked in anger: "Why the hell else did we go in
there?" (NYT : 3-15-08).

Hint. What was the sole building the U.S. Marines
were ordered to protect as looters were carrying off all
the treasures of the art museum? Why did the U.S.
overthrow Mossadeq in 1953? From a vantage point
in Basra, Muqtada el-Sadr remarked: "I smell gaso-
line."

Indeed Basra sits atop some of the largest oil reserves
in the world, oil that is very easy to extract. Iraq has
proven oil reserves of 112 billion barrels in 15 devel-
oped fields, but it has 58 additional fields as well. A
European oil executive, in Feb. of 2003, declared:

"For any oil company, being in Iraq is like being a kid
in F.A.O. Schwarz." (NYT , 2-22-03).

But unfortunately, the explosions, bombings and bat-
tles taking place above ground in Iraq are not making
it any easier to get at the fuel down below.

There had once been hope in the Bush camp that, in
the words of Dick Cheney, the streets of Iraq would
"erupt in joy" at the arrival of U.S. troops.

Notexactly! ~ -~ —— —  — -

You don't find many people declaring: "Great, our
country has been destroyed, over a million killed, 4
1/2 million refugees, electricity, water and medicine
are scarce, millions are unemployed, child mortality is
sky high, and one can hardly go out into the street--but
it was worth it--Saddam is gone!" (Jurgen Todenhofer,
inNYT, 3-14).

Let's go back to Basra. Recently it has been in the
news. Essentially it is the only port Iraq has got. Back
in 1961 when England carved out and gave birth to
Kuwait, and when an Iraqi leader observed that
"England has just given independence to an oil well,"
it was an oil well with fringes, complete with its own
extensive coastline, at Iraq's expense, all along the
Persian Gulf. But in the itty bitty portion of coast left
to Irag, we find Basra. And on March 13 of this year
an article appeared claiming that Basra was saddled
with "labor problems." It seems that the longshore un-
ion would only load and unload ships for 8 hours a
day! And not only that, but they would work so slowly
that many ships would just leave empty containers be-
hind rather than wait around interminably for the lag-
gard longshoremen to hoist them aboard. Iragi offi-
cials were quoted as saying: "The entrenched
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powers on the docks must be subdued." And, refer-
ring to those who were said to be "stubbornly hold-
ing their territory on the waterfront," Iraq's "national
security adviser" declared: "Whoever gets in the way
will be dealt with swiftly, decisively, and with no
mercy." (NYT 3-13).

Less than two weeks later, 30,000 Iraqi troops and
helicopters mounted a huge attack on Basra. For
three straight days the American military conducted
air strikes on the city. A local sheik complained:

~~*We never witnessed such an attack, even under the

regime of Saddam Hussein." (NYT , 3-26).

The attack, however, met with much resistance. A
month later air and artillery strikes were still con-
tinuing. Then, suddenly, the resistance faded away,
before the U.S. had an opportunity to strike a deci-
sive blow. What was going on? What were these fol-
lowers of Mugqtada el-Sadr up to? Why would they
battle their opponent to a standstill, and then retreat?
"Why these fight-then-fade tactics?" (NYT , 4-20).
Well, why not? Why not fight intelligently? Why not
fade away in the face of overwhelming strength and
live to fight another day?

I do not know what has resulted on the docks of
Basra. But if the U.S.-supported Iraqi officials want
Basra longshoremen to work at night, they should
install some lights. And if they want production,
they better replace the old "whirly" cranes of the
1950's with ones specifically designed to handle
containers!

Meanwhile it seems that Bush and Company have
gotten mired down. Remember the old story of the
tar baby? Every time you try to punch it out your
fists get more deeply stuck and attached. Bush's Iraq
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