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International Dockworkers

Council

I had the opportunity to represent
the Seattle Pension Club, as an ob-
server to the 1IDC, held in Long
Beach, the early part of August. The
Washington area pensioners were rep-
resented by PCPA president, Rich
Austin, myself and the Tacoma club
president, Ken Rohar. Locals 19 and
52 each sent two observers and local
98 sent one.

The IDC was established as a result
of the 1lock out of the Liverpool
dockers, and their ultimate defeat.
The council is made up of dock-
workers from the south of Europe,
South and Central America as well as
the east and west coasts of North
America. The ILWU is the only member
that also belongs to the ITF. The
ILA has not joined as a unit, but
has several 1locals that belong.

The out going, (founding,) director
is from Barcelona, Spain. Who is be-
ing replaced by another member of
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a dynamic
young man who has some great ideas

his (Barcelona,) local,
on how to progress. The two biggest
problems he will have is to get the
member unions, (those that can,) to
pay there dues and then to estab-
lish a working relationship with
the marine division of the ITF. I
wish him luck.

It was interesting to see that all
the ports from around the world,
were having some of the same prob-
lems we have, with some of the same

Employers.

The gathering was hosted by the
Southern California locals of the
ILWU, everyone was well taken care
of.

I would like to thank the ILWU In-
ternational, the PCPA and the Seat-
tle Pension Club for this opportu-
nity.

Fraternally,

Ian Kennedy
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Mud Flats

By Jon Halgren

Mud Flats, not the official name but
you knew what it meant. This is one
of those days that you wait for a

job. This is what happened. Ray Fox,
the dispatcher, came in with only
one pad. "“Well it is after 8:30, so
the peg does not move. This 1is a

good one. Two lashers are ordered,

for Barge #417, at the Mud Flats. It
might be good for a few days. Like
all jobs things can change. If you
turn to, you have an eight-hour
guarantee. OK, under the peg is Carl
and Jon. That is all I have at this
time.” “We should have pulled our

peg and gone tonight.” “Well there
has not been much work at night.
Like they say ‘one in the hand is
worth two in the bush’. I am staying
with the Jjob.” “When you see the
dock you may change your mind.” Said

Carl, who had worked the MUD FLATS
~before. R |
What a job. It did not take long to
learn why it is called the mud
flats. It was 1like an undeveloped
dock. There was no decking of cement

or asphalt just plain DIRT.

Red and Art weré driving the crane
that worked the barge and also
lifted loads off trucks if too heavy
for dock equipment.

We checked in with Gabe, the Lashing
Foreman, he had us start on the aft
end of the barge. There were a num-
ber of flat racks with building ma-
terials on them.

RUSTY HOOK / Fall 2007

Final Dispatch

PENSIONERS SURVIVORS
Balleriano Asis 19 Nabiha Annan 19
Charles Black 52 Lorraine Costa 19

Narvlee Fitch 19
Bessie Fox 19

H. Carolyn Gacek 19
Catherine Glass 19
Nancy Toliver 19
Lillian Warren 19

Angel Domingcil 19
Robert Hein 19
Walter Hughes 19
John Johnson 19
William Miller 19
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Chains had been hung on the four hi
flats and we were to pull the chain
in the correct direction, attach a
turnbuckle, tighten the turnbuckle
and put in stopper wires.

Loading the barge started the day
before. The crane being used was a
“Manitowoc” which had the ability,
and versatility to work cargo from
trucks or cargo going to the barge.
Cargo going to the barge had to be
considered as to port of discharge
and weight of unit.

Autos stowed 1in flat racks and
placed four hi needed special at-
tention. We had to go up a ladder
and work our way to the auto flat
rack. We would use #9 wire or wood
blocking to secure the auto to the
flat rack. We tried to do all autos
since we were working them, but we
could see some carracks still on
the dock.

It seems we had a job good for sev-
eral days unless the cargo did not
arrive, and with the weekend coming
we might be laid off. OH, well.

The Port of Seattle did not own the
Mud Flats at this time. Things
changed after the POS took control
of the acreage.

They made improvements, such as
facing on the dock, strengthening
the apron and surfacing the yard
area as well as the dock area.

Continued on page 6
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Conversations With Harry
By Ian Kennedy
Returning from the IDC conference,

I decided to stop in San Fran-
cisco, hopping I’d be able to
catch up with Harry and company. I

was in luck.

When I walked into the bar I saw
him sitting at the wusual table
with Henry.

They both seemed in good spirits
and were laughing as I walked up.

“What are you doing here already?
I wasn’t expecting you for a cou-
ple more weeks.” Harry asked.

I responded, “I was just in Long
Beach for the IDC conference. And
thought I'd try to save a trip
down later.”

“So, I’'m not worth a special
trip?” he asks with a smile. “So,
tell us what has been going on.
Will there be early negotiations?
Are they gong to bring the widows
up to par? Hell, are them employ-
ers going to live up to the last
contract??

“I’11l ignore your first question.”

I replied. ™ As to early negotia-
tions, yes. If I remember cor-
rectly, negotiations should start

in April.”

“Well kid, you tell the boys for
me, they shouldn’t let them suits
play ring-around-the-rosey with
them. The minute they start there
stalling tactics, send the crew
home. And make sure you get there
wish 1list at the same time you
give them ours. And don’t think
just ‘just cause you got them de-
mocrats in congress, you got the

employers up a creek. Shit, 1look
what they tried to do to me.
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Democrats are only a 1little
bit better than Republicans, you
listen to me kid, I’'ve been through
it all. “ Harry drains his glass and
refills it from the pitcher.

“You mind if I have some of that?” I
ask, pointing to the beer.

Henry is smiling, “You 1listen to
him, he knows what he speaks. Labor
hasn’t wagged the dog in a long time.
Certainly not since the AFL and the
CIO merged. This new group, Sterns
and Hoffa, there from the same shoe.
I don't see them doing anything.”

“Need to beat them at
Get all the Dockers
The ITF and the IDC

Harry nods,
there own game.
working together.

have got to work as one. They have
the same employers as we do. They may
call themselves different, but they

aint.”

The bar keep sets a fresh pitcher on
the table. ™ This ones on us Harry,
we owe you that.”

“Thanks Mac, it’s good of ya.” Harry
replies. ™“Drink up kid, you’re way
behind.” He’s quiet, drains his glass
and refills it. “ You going to the

”

caucus?” I nod. ™ make sure they get
my message.” Again I nod.
Continued on page 6







