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Who the Hell is Shooting at Us?
By Dave Chaddock

These were the words of an American sergeant in
Baghdad the other day, where the snipers are getting
better and better. They are more patient, better con-
cealed, and seem to have a network of spotters who
inform them where the Americans are located. At the
same time the explosive devices are getting more dan-
gerous and going off more frequently. A year ago
there were 834 IED attacks in one month, and half a
year later the monthly total had gone up to
1,666. Now there are said to be about 960 IED attacks
every week! Just about every week another helicopter
gets shot down. When the Iraq Study Group paid a
visit in September, their C-130 had to perform a
"plunging corkscrew maneuver" in order to land
safely, and then, in flak jackets and helmets "they
were placed in a fleet of armored Humvees, each with
a medic seated in the back" but "the roar of the Hum-
vees' engines could not mask the sound of explosions
from car bombs outside the Green Zone." The situa-
tion was "so much worse than they expected." As one
member of the Study Group exclaimed: "This is a
state of siege." (NYT, 12-8)

Indeed, the siege effect has been intensified as Iraqi
insurgents seem to be winning the battle to cut Bagh-
dad off from its major sources of power. Of 15 criti-
cal high power lines in Iraq, only one or two would be

severed at any one time as of last March.
This rose to a total of six or seven by last summer,

with all 15 lines targeted and brought down on July o

6. Of the nine lines directly serving Baghdad, it is
hard to keep even one or two of them partially re-
stored, with a trickle of current flowing. On a recent
day, 40 of the 150-ft. towers were down on one line,
42 were toppled on another, and six other lines were
cut. In a typical sophisticated attack, explosive
charges would be detonated at the four support
points of one tower, and when it fell it would pull
down two or three more towers. Arriving repair
crews would themselves be attacked. Meanwhile
other towers would be leveled further up the line, so
that restoration efforts would never be able to catch
up. (NYT, 12-19)

What is fueling this insurgency? Sgt. Ricky Clous-
ing of Sumner shares an insight with us. He went to
Iraq thinking he would be serving his nation but in
his work as an interrogator he was "stunned" by the
overwhelming number of Iraqi captives who were
"either innocent or disgruntled citizens resentful
about the American occupation." He told his com-
mander: "Your soldiers and the way they're behav-
ing are creating the insurgency you're trying to
fight. It's a cycle. You don't see it but I'm talking to
the people you're bringing to me." (NYT, 10-13)

Continued on page 3
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Time Flies When You Are a Longshoreman

By Jon Halgren

Little did I know the importance of “B” Registration.
In 1963 I obtained a position on the B list that had no
medical or dental. How wonderful when I had quali-
fied for benefits. I did not comprehend the extent of
the dental and medical coverage. It was fantastic. I am
here to make money so I can go to the University.

I did start wondering when I could, and would, get
union membership. I knew the union was important to
keep safety, working standards, and equalization of
work.

There was no advancement to union membership
from 1957 until 1962. The Modernization and Mecha-
nization agreement caused long and hard discussions
about the future. Would this be the end of the union?
Would there be employment for future longshoreper-
sons? Would the onerous working conditions be
mechanized so as to allow the cargos to continue?
Retirement early? Would it be taken by those eligible
to make room for new workers? Yes, many early re-
tirements were taken, the onerous conditions were
mechanized and more cargos moved across the docks.
In 1962 the “S57poolies” were advanced to A status
and Union membership. The process of limited regis-
tration is begun.

I am registered in 1963. After six months I am quali-
fied for benefits. This is a great part-time job and time
went fast. ] became a union member and A man in
1965. There is an increasing amount of military cargo
bound for South East Asia. I see building materials,
tanks, dozers, back hoes, foodstuffs and what seemed
like an endless supply of beer. We got very good at
slinging jeeps. You get good after spending eight
hours a day, for five days. So we could do it again for
the next ship. This was the early days of the deploy-
ment of troops in Vietnam.

Working military L/S jobs I earned a dollar amount
more than my income tax for the year. It gave me a
strange feeling to be making money-sending supplies
to Vietnam ----as I did not favor war. "
For my next job, I decided to try the Gear locker, gear
man job. This was great. I could drive a load of gear
to out ports, see new jobs and people. The job was in-
teresting, exciting, and fun.

The military was increasing so that they now used out
ports for the lumber as well as wheeled vehicles and
other cargo. All the ports worked well, and strived to
maintain a good reputation. I think they did a good
job. I think then as now all workers strive to
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do a good job with no damages and no injuries.

The Washington Army National Guard wanted my
services so on the 3rd of July 1964, I was off to Ft.
Lewis. Ft Lewis had not been used for basic training
since WWII. The amount of shortcomings, and defi-
ciencies caused me to wonder how the U S could
prevail in S E Asia. After one week I was ready to
get back to the Seattle waterfront.

Uncle had control of me and Uncle Sam wanted me
fully trained and the training lasted 16 weeks. I did
learn that I would have difficulty taking a life of an-
other person. I was lucky that I never had to. 1 was
surprised how much I missed the fellow workers and
the jobs.

"~ When T got back to the job it was still fun, exciting
and fun.

I was on the Trucker board and worked the docks.
Most often Container Freight Stations. Talk was
that we would have a great increase in container
stuffing and unstuffing.

The court threw out the three-mile rule, which had
been negotiated; so longshore did not get the big in-
crease in employment that was expected.

A few years passes and I was told that my seniority
put me in line for the Deck board. Do you want to go
to the Deck board? To be trained for the cranes you
first had to be on the deck board. Being on the deck
board indicated that you wanted to be trained for
cranes. It seemed like I turned my head and the
crane class was starting.

Next thing I knew I was in the in the seat of the
crane working the Lions Gate Bridge.

In early June of 2003 I was talking with someone
and realized if I started in 1963, in July I would have
40 years on the waterfront.

I think back to the M & M agreement and how
workers would retire and make a spot for a younger
person. That is for me. I think I could stay until I am
65 but I want someone else to experience the job. I
am out of here. ASAP. Thanks for the good

memories.
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Who The Hell IS Shooting At US From page I
Indeed, in a poll taken last September, 78% of
Iraqis expressed a belief that the American troop
presence "is provoking more conflict that it is pre-
venting." (NYT, 1-9) Even when suicide bombers
blow up a large number of innocent people, as they
did recently in a market area where bottles of per-
fume were flying like rockets and at least 88 peo-
ple  were killed, Iragis blame the United
States. Before the US invasion, there were no such
suicide bombers. Sunni and Shiite were living in
peace with one another. When it seemed that the
Americans were favoring the Shiites, as they
cracked down on Saddam and other Sunnis; ex-
tremist Sunnis bombed Shiite mosques, and then
extremist Shiites retaliated. It was an artificially
provoked "civil war", and one that could even be
said to have pleased the American occupying
forces. One colonel recently explained that when
Shiite and Sunni groups fight one another, "we sit
back and watch because that can only benefit
us." (NYT, 12-28) However, most IED attacks
continue to be launched, not at innocent civilians,
but at Americans. Most Iragis are outraged by the
terrible bombings of civilian shoppers and job-
seekers. But at the moment their energies are di-
rected mainly toward kicking out the Ameri-
cans. Were we to

leave, then they could concentrate on stopping this sec-
tarian strife.

This is one hell of a mess you got us into, George.
True, thanks to the enormity of your blunder, things are
not going to look quite so bleak at contract time, since
the American people have risen up and thrown a lot of
your anti-union cronies out of office.

But would it not have been so much nicer if you could
have stuck to ferreting out the real perpetrators of 9-11
instead of using the occasion as a pretext to indulge in a
long-cherished fantasy of bringing Iraq to heel? Ina
series of three books, the most recent one titled TRI-
PLE CROSS, investigator Peter Lance shows how the
FBI could not connect the dots and capture 9-11 plot-
ters because it was trying to hide its dirty laundry. And
although I have not been convinced that 9-11 was an
"inside job" there is a lot of stuff that needs to be inves-
tigated. For instance, how was it that al Qaecda man-
aged to pick a day when top-secret war games exercises
were being held, including an exercise involving a pre-
tend airplane hijacking (Michael Ruppert, CROSSING
THE RUBICON, pp. 360 ff.), as the perfect day to con-
duct its real hijacks? It is very difficult indeed to be-
lieve that this was a coincidence, and whatever turns
out to be the truth about this (a high level al Qaeda spy
perhaps?) it is bound to reflect poorly on the Bush re-

gime.
Continued on page 6
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are having a membership drive. We would like to invite you to join the Seattle Pensioner’s Club.
We encourage All Active Longshore Personnel to join our club. Support your Pensioners!
Please complete the application below and send to;

Seattle Pensioners Club
3440 E Marginal Way S.

Seattle, Washington 98134

Phone: 206-623-7461 Ext 7106

Seattle Pensioner’s Club Application

Registration Number

Name

Address

City

State Zip Code

Phone

Membership Type - Yearly

Date Joined

Dues $25.00 Convention Assessments $3.00

Total $28.00






