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STOP MAD COWBOY DISEASE

By DAVE CHADDOCK

So proclaimed a nearby bumper sticker as an enthusi-
astic crowd, having assembled near Seattle Center at
the same time as the State of the Union address, defied
the rain to bang pots, blow whistles, and chant "Bush
Step Down!" They did not need to listen to the ad-
dress. They knew it would be more malarkey.

It is not that Bush himself is all that is wrong and that
his removal would solve every problem. But his en-
thusiastic embrace of a whole panoply of perverse and
crappy policies has made him a symbol of everything
that is systematically amiss.

From his war in Iraq, which was justified neither by
his constant references to 9-11, nor to any imminent
threat; to his tax cuts for the rich (whom he calls his
"base") and his beggaring of every worthwhile gov-
ernment program, his reign is an all-pervasive disas-
ter.

After three years of intervention in Irag, he has created
a witch's cauldron of death and destruction that grows
progressively worse. In January alone, according to a
recent graphic in the NEW YORK TIMES, there were
832 war deaths in that suffering country.

While Exxon Mobil made profits of $36 billion last
year, corporate tax receipts have been steadily drop-
ping. And a tax break that gives $100,000 to the aver-
age millionaire factors out to be about $200 to the av-
erage Joe, a pitiful amount that does not even make up
for higher heating bills.

In his State of the Union address, Bush called for
improving math and science instruction. But this will
be hard to achieve as he cuts a billion dollars from
the education budget. He also called for "cutting
edge methods of producing ethanol" at the same
time as the Renewable Energy Lab is facing huge
staff layoffs as Bush has drastically trimmed its
funding. (Sorry folks, we need that money for war
and the millionaires!)

Now the latest hare-brained Bush scheme is to offer
tax breaks for those who open so-called "health sav-
ings accounts." For example, a $5,000 contribution
could save $630 in income tax. But who can afford
to make such contributions? Certainly not the low
income families who are now being forced to make
co-payments for needed medicines. The real sup-
porters of this plan are the big banks and money
managers. As less and less companies with 200
workers or more offer any health care benefits to
their retirees ( only one third of them today com-
pared to two thirds in 1988 ), the Bank of America
and J.P. Morgan look forward to raking in a pile of
loot, charging 50 to 75 dollars to open a "Health Ac-
count", and an additional $40 a year to maintain it.
We in the ILWU family have come to appreciate
that the right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness" is meaningless without the right to health
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Christmas for Kids 2005

By CURT CUNNINGHAM

The Christmas for Kids program was another success
this year. We were able to do 26 families with over 60
children. This year we chose 3 agencies that help the
homeless. We are continuing our relationship with the
Plateau Outreach Ministries in Enumclaw. They are a
Food bank and assist the needy with basic needs. Next
we have 2 new agencies. First is Vine Maple Place in
Maple Valley. They are a Women’s shelter that assists
women and their children escape domestic abuse. This
agency gives these women a place to stay and they
also help them rebuild their lives by giving them a
place to live and the opportunity to get back on their
feet without fear. Next is Martin Court a transitional
housing facility that helps homeless families get back
on their feet and to help them become productive
members of society by giving them a place to live
while they are rebuilding their lives.

These agencies provide the assistance they need such
as schooling and job training and placement and have
strict guidelines for the families as they must work at
getting themselves back up on their feet or they lose
the privileges.

We feel that these agencies are optimal for our pro-
gram, as we are giving to families that are working
very hard to get back on their feet. Also this system
helps us ensure that the families we choose are truly
needy.

I wish to thank the entire Local 19 membership for
their continuing support for this program. I also want
to thank Local 98 for a donation of $1200, The Seattle
Pensioners for a donation of $300.00. Also the follow-
ing pensioners, EARL and VALDA SAMPLE for a
- donation of $100.00, PETER CHELEMEDOS for a
donation of $100.00 and GRACE MILLER for a do-
nation of $28.00. I also wish to thank Local 19 mem-
ber DANA MONTEZ for donating $100.00 in toys
and Local 19 “B” member JASON KYTLE for donat-
ing $200.00 in toys. In addition to giving toys and
food vouchers to these needy families, Our Auxiliary
#3 President and Director of the Christmas for Kids
program LEONA CUNNINGHAM makes a hand
made king size ILWU embroidered quilt and raffles it
at the July Sth memorial picnic and then uses these
funds to purchase more material and spends countless
hours sewing beautiful hand made quilts to give to the
children. LEONA told me about one instance where
she gave one of these quilts to a child who
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then looked up at her not knowing what has happen-
ing and when he found out that this quilt was his he
started to cry because this was the only blanket he
had. Now LEONA says he takes his “blanky” every-
where and will not let anyone touch it. LEONA who
for the past 5 years who has worked very hard and
spent many hours making sure that this program re-
mains successful.

Letters to Christmas for Kids

Thanks to all of you at the Longshoreman’s Union
for blessing our family with holiday wishes that
made our Christmas merry. To be considered for
such a treat helped me to believe that people are still
passionate about helping others. I pray that all of
your lives will be fulfilled spiritually. May all of
your New Years resolutions be a successful time for
you to accomplish something dear to you.

. Thank you

The BASS Family

Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity
this holiday season.” Christmas moming was truly
special thanks to you my son is still talking about
Santa.

Thank you
The BILOWS’

Dear Longshoremen,
Thank you so much for all of your wonderful Christ-
mas gifts. My 10 year old daughter was so excited.

You were great in blessing us this year. Words can-

not express the gratitude we feel.

The SPEER family
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