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Jerry Tyler, a Seattle Longshoreman

to be Remembered
JERRY TYLER was first and foremost of, by, and for
the longshoremen and the ILWU in Seattle. He always
felt union organization was the answer to the bosses'
attempt to keep wages down, accidents up and unions
out. He had a spirit that seemed to say, "we're all in
this together so let's work together to keep a good
thing going."

In that spirit he always gave credit where it was due
and always recognized the worth of each individual he
met, on the waterfront or elsewhere. When you
worked alongside Jerry, you felt the need and strength
of working together for the common good.

Jerry died April 23 from a double whammy heart at-
tack. Thus ended a working class life that included
many jobs from lightweight boxing as a teenager to
the Great Depression's search for jobs, including to
Washington State apple orchards, restaurant jobs up
and down the pacific Coast. The war came along and
he shipped out of marine Cooks and Stewards hall on
a mess job and was introduced to the value and
strength of unionism, later, he became an organizer
for the Cannery Workers union, Secretary of the Seat-
tle CIO council, did a radio program for the Council,
heard that Local 19 was signing a new "manpower
pool", known as "poolies" joined up and retired after
25 years. Jerry's story is like a lot of the average
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longshore worker of that period. Going through the
Great Depression, working at many different jobs
and ending up on the waterfront with a damned good
paying job, benefits, pensions and a strong left wing
union.
Jerry's talent for writing will be long remembered by
his introducing us to "Steve-Adoree" a fictitious
longshoreman he portrayed in THE HOOK, a prede-
cessor to the RUSTY HOOK. THE HOOK was
started in Local 19 as an educational tool for the
membership. It was popular and served a good pur-
pose as attested by its popularity. We hope the
RUSTY HOOK, published by the Pension Club of
19 does the same. Interestingly, RUSTY HOOK,
unlike its predecessor, has subscribers in the local
PMA and the port of Seattle, both of whom have
supported it financially.
With globalization, international "free" trade pacts
such as the Central America Free Trade Agreement,
CAFTA, the possibility of a major pacific Coast Port
in Baja California (offshoring longshore jobs!),
threats of pension cuts in industry as a whole and the
negative international trade balance with countries
such as China, Japan and India, we do not have a
secure future. So, as Tyler would have advised, we
better stick to the union. It is our only hope for some
kind of future in a world that seems bound by
profits, anti-unionism and Bushism.
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The Politics of Chaos or Chaotic Politics

Is the purpose of Bush to rule by chaos? The way
things are going that seems to be his principle, policy
and program.

For instance, under his rule, the economy is faltering
on the edge of national bankruptcy, wages are stag-
nating or declining. A continuing unfavorable bal-
ance in international trade that is threatening to in-
crease an increasing budget deficit with no end in
sight. Tax cuts for the rich and more subsidies for
corporations, notably for oil while Exxon-Mobil
rakes in profits more than $8 billion per quarter, is
policy number one. Meanwhile, welfare programs
are cut to the bone and Social Security is threatened
by a phony idea of having workers invest in a shaky
stock market gamble. And economists are predicting
an economic slow down the rest of 2005.

The environment is being destroyed in spite of con-
vincing scientific evidence of the need for extreme
measures to save the planet.

International treaties of long standing to promote
peace and democracy are shoved aside in order to
promote U.S. imperialism, and continuous warfare
for oil in Iraq and elsewhere.

Promotion of fundamentalist Christianity in violation
of freedom of religion, continuing subtle discrimina-
tion against African-Americans, women and other
minorities, continued assaults on democracy by such
laws as the Patriot Act and the attacks on liberals as
"elitist", upper class snobs all show a threat of politi-
cal chaos endangering national welfare.

These and other lies, distortions and propaganda to
promote corporate power are convincing evidence
that Bush is undermining the future of the country, if
not the planet.

In order to carry out his subversive scheme, Bush
needs another Al Queda strike such as 9/11, another
major terrorist attack. If a dirty bomb, a poison gas
or disease attack were launched by Al Queda before
2008, the end of Bush's term, he could declare a na-
tional emergency, rule by decree and make wholly
"legal" any dictatorial law or measure he desires - of
course, "in the national interest."

This may all be fantasy on the order of worst-case
scenario. Even Bush, you might say would not be
willing to go that far. That may also be true. But
Bush is not a free agent. His record shows beyond a
shadow of doubt that he is a willing tool of corporate
power. He has had long training in how
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to promote corporate interests. What are corporate in-
terests? They are bottom line profits - the country, the
planet and the environment be damned.

They show this in many ways. One is off shoring jobs.
Another is off shoring profits in phony tax shelters that
exempt them from taxes. The Seattle Times reports,
04/04/05 in a column by Molly Ivins, Austin, Texas:
"The Tax Justice Network recently reported the
world's richest individuals have placed $11.5 trillion in
assets in offshore tax havens to avoid paying taxes, a
sum 10 times the GDP of Great Britain. The most au-
thoritative study yet done shows that rich people clip
$860 billion in coupons a year off this money." . ..
"The ratio of CEO pay to average worker pay reached
301-1 in 2003. The average worker takes home $517 a
week, while the average CEO earns, $155,796 per
week, according to Business week. In 1982, the ratio
was 42-1 . ..

"The data shows that the share of real income growth
that as gone to wages and salaries been smaller than
during any comparable post-World II recovery period,
while the share of real income growth that has gone to
corporate profits has been larger than during all com-
parable post-World War II recoveries. . . .

In previous recoveries, workers got an average of 49
percent of national income gains, while corporate
profits got 18 percent. This time, the workers are get-
ting 23 percent and the corporations are getting 44 per-
cent - about one half as the share that has gone to cor-
porate profits."

All this stealing from everyone else being promoted
by the corporate program designed to impoverish

workers, unemployed and poor, we have the
Contimued on page 3







