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THE GUTTING OF SOCIAL SECURITY

Sticking to his program to rob the poor to pay the
rich, Bush is proposing to privatize Social Security.
He threatens to turn a very successful program of 70
years into to a stock market gamble. This should re-
move all doubt about Bush's totally anti-peoples', anti-
democratic purpose. It puts millions of older retired
workers back into poverty. For instance, according to
an article in the Washington Post, 1/10-16/05 :

The change would save trillions of dollars in sched-
uled expenditures and solve Social security's long-
term deficit, but at a cost. According to the Social Se-
curity Administration's actuary, a middle class worker
retiring in 2022 (present young waterfront workers
take note) would see guaranteed benefits cut by 9.9
percent. By 2042, average monthly benefits for mid-
dle and high income workers would fall by more than
a quarter. A retiree in 2075 would receive 54 percent
of the benefit now promised.” ‘
“Its like saying elderly people today should live at a
1940 standard of living, says Robert Greenstein, ex-
ecutive director of the liberal Center for Budget and
Policy Priorities. Part of our social contract has been
to allow seniors to participate in rising standards of
living rather than consigning them to some second-
class status in retirement.” Further on, the article
points out:
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“Peter R. Orszag, a Brookings Institution economist
who heads the Pew Charitable Trust's bipartisan Re-
tirement Security Project, counters that there are less
drastic ways to cover the cost of trust fund redemp-
tions than Bush is contemplating. The White House
could consider rolling back its tax cuts, the size of
which, he says, dwarf Social Security's deficit. Over
75 years, the presidents tax cuts will cost the treas-
ury $11 trillion, nearly triple Social Security's gap
during that time.”

In addition, the Washington Post, 2/10/05 reports:
“And what about private accounts?”. . . But as the
White House budget director Josh Bolton told Con-
gress earlier this week: “The private accounts, do
not, in themselves solve the full Social Security
problem.” Continued on page 2

HARRY BRIDGES CHAIR OFFICE

The Harry Bridges Chair, formerly held by professor
Mike Honey of U of W Tacoma, has been turned
over to Dan Jacobe of Bothell campus for a two year
term. This comes as the regular rotation of chair
holders.

The new Director of the HB chair is Sara Laslett re-
placing Christine Anderson. The phone number for
the HB office is 206 -543 - 7946.
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THE RADICAL ILWU

Harry Bridges said early on, after the union had
gained a better wage and living standard for long-
shore workers, that he wanted to instill in them a
sense of respectability. The workers had begun to go
from a social status of casuals who were low paid
part time workers whom society considered bums
when out of work, to more full timers of more re-
spectability. The idea took hold. Respectability
gained. But it became something more than Bridges
had hoped. He found later, as he is quoted: "They
began to get too respectable for me." The social
standing of longshore status was changing. It was
becoming a job with affluence. The American Dream
was being realized. Cadillac's were replacing used
cars. Homes were replacing apartments. A college
education for their children became possible. Their
wives were dressing in latest fashion. Vacations at
more expensive resorts were visited. And a nest egg
in the bank was being accumulated. To sum it all up,
it is estimated that [LWU income is near the upper 2
percent of the national level.

Along with this came longshore jobs for their chil-
dren, including women after 1975. A new generation
of waterfront workers took over. There are even
third generation descendants working on the water-
front, maybe even fourth generationers.

But for the rest of American workers and the poor,
being lower class is becoming a permanent condi-
tion. A quote from one of the conservative colum-
nists appearing in the Seattle Post Intelligencer,
(1/30/05), by David Brooks, illustrates the point:
“The problem is that in every generation conditions
emerge that threaten to close down opportunity and
retard social mobility. Each generation has to reopen
the pathways to success.”

Economists and sociologists do not all agree, but it
does seem there is at least slightly less movement
across income quintiles than there was a few decades
ago. Sons' income levels correlate more closely to
those of their fathers. The income of brothers also
correlate more closely. That suggests that the family
you were born into matters more and more how you
will fare in life. That's a problem because we are not
supposed to have a hereditary class structure in this
country. So what is the point of all this? The point is
that some of ILWU members are now voting Repub-
lican, failing to recognize that the Republican

Continued on page 3
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They don't, in fact, even narrow the gap between

promised Social Security benefits and projected tax
revenues." Another source exposing the phony reasons
offered by Bush to steal from our elder citizen, is of-
fered by Paul Krugman, nationally syndicated econo-
mist appearing in the Seattle Post Intelligencer. He
takes on Bush's argument that "private accounts" will
pay off for retired workers because the economy will
expand and raise the stock market. Krugman points
out that if the economy expands that much, there will
be enough money in the Social Security fund to keep it
solvent without any change.

So there you have it. Bush's program is a program to
rob workers and the middle class to pay the rich.

How long will we allow Bush to get away with high-
way robbery? He has to be stopped or the young peo-
ple will soon be paying through the nose along with an
arm and a leg.

It is incumbent on all of us to holler to the high heav-
ens. Protest must pour into the Congress and the Presi-
dent to keep hands off Social Security. Do so now.
Write letters of protest. Get your friends to write. Talk
up defense of Social Security wherever you go. The
time has come to stop Bush's legalized highway rob-
bery.

In addition, the time has come to build a powerful un-
ion movement against Bush's lousy program. Enough
is enough.

Rally workers for unionism and Social Security with
an appropriate slogan:

WITH A UNION
EVERY WORKER'S A WINNER!

Final Dispatch

SURVIVORS

Lois Barker 19
Barbara Ellis 19
Elsie V. Kitchel 19
Leone E. Langmead 19
Jessie D. Sutton 19
Virginia Taylor 19
Dell B. Taub 19

PENSIONERS
Felbert Barnett 19
Kenneth L. James 19
Chris Mallos 19
Harry Spang 19
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program is to make social immobility ( loss of up-
ward financial mobility) permanent. They have
taken respectability to its ultimate. Affluence has
had its insidious inconsequence. They have cast
their lot with Republican permanent poverty.. They
may not realize it, but that is what it is. They may
not see it that way. They may think they only want
to vote "respectable." They want all the gains and
advantages of the ILWU, but not the label of radi-
cal unionism. They want respectability.

Well, if they want total, anti-union respectability,
they have to realize it comes at a cost - the cost of
weakening the union and loss of many of its hard
won gains. They are becoming like the antiunion,
anti-democracy of the Republican party and its
Bush anti-union goals. They would, of course,
deny that is what they're after.  No longshore
worker, no matter how deluded, would go that far.
Their affiliation with Republicanism is a matter of
feeling rather than reason. Reason says stay with
the proven record of ILWU gains; but feeling takes
over when affluence clouds the mind. Just as some
members feel in favor of voting Republican, they
may not realize at the same time they are voting
against the many gains in social welfare of the De-
mocratic party. They no doubt feel it is more
"respectable”, or "value-based", or "religious" to
vote Republican.

They fail to realize that the gains of the ILWU,
which gave them their affluence and respectability,
came as a direct result of radical unionism. As we
all know, our union has been labeled “radical” or
“left- wing” or “red” from its very beginning. It
has taken advanced positions on everything from
support for higher wages, benefits and pensions,
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social welfare, peace and prosperity, to condemnation of
war in Korea, Vietnam and Iraq, plus the welfare of the
country as a whole. Every one of those radical positions
has proved to be in the interests of the American people
and workers. The ILWU has given its members the
highest living standard of any union, bar none.

As for being radical, Harry Bridges even took a public
position against the capitalist system when appearing
before one of the congressional hearings trying to deport
him in the fifties. When asked by one of the investiga-
tors if he was a communist he replied, on the public re-
cord that he was neither a communist or socialist, but
"he was anti-capitalist". He was anti-capitalist, he said,
because capitalism was based upon profits for the rich
through exploitation and impoverishment of workers.

He was further asked if he would favor a communist
system. He replied it was up to the American people to
vote for a different system of their choice. It would
have to come through a democratic method.

Fortunately, the Republicans in the ILWU are far out-
numbered. We don't have the figures on how many in
our ranks voted Republican, but it is no doubt in the sin-
gle digits. Their votes are not enough to change ILWU
policy and practice. For instance on the issue of for or
against the Iraq war, the International convention of the
ILWU, May 1, 2003 passed a resolution that says, in
part:

“OPPOSITION TO THE U.S. OCCUPATION OF
IRAQ

RESOLVED: That we demand that the U.S. muilitary
immediately withdraw from Iraq and the Middle East
and recognize the right of the Arab peoples to self-
determination free of foreign interference.”

That is the tradition and policy of the ILWU that has
won so much for so many. It behooves all ILWU mem-
bers to understand the power of left-wing unionism.
Adopted by the labor movement at large, it would
change this country from one wallowing in Republican
lies, war mongering and fiscal crisis, to a nation of
peace, prosperity and middle class values for all.

Abraham Lincoln is quoted as saying," I hold the value
of life is to improve one's condition." That is the value
of unionism. It is more so the value of radical unionism.

Long live the ILWU!
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