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Special Election Issue

In view of the extreme importance of the 2004 elec-
tion, we have asked union officials to answer a few
questions regarding their opinions.

Brother RUDY FINNE, President, Local 19, feels it
should be obvious to all of us that John Kerry as presi-
dent would be much more helpful to the ILWU and all
unions than George W. Bush. Kerry has stated that
outsourcing jobs, cutting overtime pay and unfair laws
against union organizing must be eliminated. Further-
more, well-paying jobs, he says, are necessary for a
strong America.

Kerry's position on outsourcing is not too clear, but
we think we stand a far better chance of handling it
with Kerry than with anti-labor Bush. Our present
struggle with the PMA over outsourcing clerks' jobs is
an immediate threat. Furthermore, a future threat is the
possibility of laws being passed by an anti-labor Presi-
dent to allow foreign seamen to unload longshore
cargo in U.S. ports. Kerry would be more pro-labor
on that issue than Bush.

I strongly urge all our members to support the Democ-
ratic ticket all the way. To vote Republican is to vote
not only against the interest of labor, but the interests
of the American people as a whole.

Also, don't forget to send in your $50.00 special
PAC contribution if you haven't done so. It is
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sorely needed.
Brother RUDOLPH MARTINEZ, President of Seat-
tle Longshore Pensioners club, points out that Bush
has already cut overtime pay and has stated that if
you are receiving Social security you should not be
receiving a company pension. He has given high tax
breaks to the large corporations, he has given con-
tracts to Cheney's company without any other com-
pany being able to bid on the contracts. He is taking
care of his cronies.
Privatizing Social Security by Bush will be worse
for the future of ILWU pensions. Putting Social Se-
curity on Wall Street, which is what privatization
means, we would lose buying power. Furthermore,
privatization means if the stock market goes down,
we will be taking a very dramatic cut in our pen-
sions.
Anything Kerry does for a single payer health plan
would be far and above anything Bush has done for
a peoples' health plan. Bush cut appropriations for
health care.
I would tell my membership to vote for Kerry. Bush
has already tried to break our union. When we were
negotiating our last contract he got us locked out. If
he was not so involved with the war in Iraq we

would have Continued on page 5
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THE ILWU SUPPORTS SENATOR
JOHN KERRY FOR PRESIDENT

HERALD UGLES, chair of Local 19 PAC, says it is
very important that the ILWU stands up for Senator
John Kerry and the Democratic party. Bush and
company have attacked the working people of this
country since day one.

As President Kerry will respect the rights of Unions
and let us have a voice in the democratic process.
Bush Inc. has equated unionism with terrorism. Tom
Ridge labeled the ILWU "economic terrorist" during
the lockout and the head of education called the
teacher Unions terrorist.

The real "economic terrorists" are Enron, Halliburton
and the oil companies reaping billions of dollars out
of the hides of American workers.

With President Kerry we can expect to see a reversal
of all the executive orders Bush Inc. signed against
the American workers. Some of the laws passed by
Congress will take longer but that is why it is impor-
tant to also help elect Democrats for Congress.

In 2002 we learned how important it was to have

_sympathetic politicians. Harry Bridges knew of the

importance and we as a younger generation had to|
relearn the lesson. To prepare for the 2008 contract
we must elect politicians who understand it is the
workers of this country that make it strong, not the
multinational companies who outsource jobs and
take massive tax cuts. !

On the local level ILWU Local 19 helped elect Alec
Fisken to Port of Seattle Commission to save pier 46
for now. Next year we have 3 Port Commissioners,
five City of Seattle Council seats and the Mayor up
for re-election. We must step up and get more in-
volved on all levels.

It is important for all ILWU members and pensioners
to look beyond the misinformation and half truths
and ask ourselves is Bush Inc. bringing this country
down the right road? I don't think so.

So let's get off our butts and register people to vote,
volunteer at phone banks, and most important, do-
nate money to the candidates you believe in.

Thank you for giving me the honor to address this
important issue in the famous “RUSTY HOOK™.
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WILL WE WIN?

There is good reason to believe we will win the 2004
election - that we will oust Bush and stop the corpo-
rate drive to push our country backward.

We believe that because in critical periods of Ameri-
can history such as present, the American people have
always won against those who would reverse our pro-
gress toward a better world. There are many instances
of that scenario.

For instance, right after the successful U.S. revolution
against British imperialism, the Federalists (early day
conservative property interests) passed an Alien and
Sedition law (a forerunner of present Patriot Act). It
made it illegal to criticize the President and illegal to
support the French revolutionists. The next Congress
under the leadership of Thomas Jefferson and Benja-
min Franklin repealed that law as a threat to U.S. con-
stitutional rights.

The next great clash of democratic and propertied in-
terests came in the Civil War. The forces of democ-
racy and progress won and abolished slavery.

After the Civil War, the propertied interests stole land
for railroad owners and raised shipping rates that put
farmers out of business. Industry brutally exploited

labor. As a result a populist and trade union movement

began to grow and forced passage of the Sherman
Anti-Trust law that counted as another victory for peo-
ples' interests. Also, under president Theodore Roo-
sevelt, the environmental movement was launched.
The trade union and radical political movements con-
tinued to grow until World War 1.

We fought that war to "save democracy" but were sold
out by international big business.

Then the Great Depression of the thirties brought a
great advance in the principles of democracy and pro-
gress. With "one third of the nation ill-fed, ill-housed
and ill-clothed," marching in the streets demanding
relief, the New Deal was launched to strengthen the
economy and democracy. We won again! Then came
the great anti-fascist second World War and the defeat
of anti-democratic forces worldwide. Another pro-
found peoples' victory. Many times since then, cor-
porate interests have tried unsuccessfully to turn the
world back to a pre-World War I status. They have
been defeated at each turn such as the anti-union pe-
riod of the 30s that was stopped by the great union or-
ganizing drives in basic industry. The McCarthy "un-
American" period of the fifties was completely routed

as a serious threat to civil rights.
Continued on page 5






