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Pacific Coast Pensioners Association
36th Annual PCPA Convention
Portland, Oregon Sept. 15-17 2003

Monday, Sept. 15, 2003
The Canadian National Anthem was sung by Kate

Pauley and the United States National Anthem was sung
by Felicia Whitbeck. The, girls are students from Port-
land's Roosevelt High School.

The Invocation was given by Deacon Elaija Graham,
member of the Columbia River Pensioners Executive
Board. There was one minute of silence in memory of de-
ceased Brothers and Sisters.

The meeting was called to order by Ist Vice President
Lou Loveridge who introduced PCPA President Joe Lucas.
Guests speakers were: John Robinson, Secretary -Treasurer ,
ILWU Local 8 and Harry Glaus, Labor Liaison for Hon.

Brian Baird, US Representative from the 3rd District of the

State of Washington.

Recessed until 9:00 Am Tuesday.

Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2003
Called to orderat 9:00 AM.

The resolutions were presented, discussed and
passed by the body.

The changes to the Constitution were presented,
discussed and passed by the body.

Recessed until 1:30

Area Caucuses met for nomination of Officers.
Nominations were presented and the Election was
held. Results were: Ame Auvinen, President; Joe
Lucas, Vice President; Al Perisho, Recording Secre-
tary; Barbara Lewis, Treasurer. Paul McCabe was
re-elected delegate from Local 19 with Dick Melton
as alternate.

Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2003
Called to order at 9:00 AM.

The elected officers were sworn in.
Adjourned until September 2004 in Burnaby, B.C.
Canada.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul McCabe
Delegate, Local 19 Pensioner's Club
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PCPA Executive Board Meeting
36th Annual PCPA Convention

Sept. 14, 2003

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM at the
Columbia River Double Tree Hotel in Portland, Ore-
gon.

In attendance were: Joe Lucas, President, Lou
Loveridge, 1st Vice President; John Johnson, 2nd
Vice President; Ame Auvinen, Secretary-Treasurer
and his assistant, Bonnie Eckert-McHenry; Dele-
gates: Al Perisho, LA/Long Beach; Cleophas Wil-
liams, San Francisco; Ken Swicker, Longview; Bar-
bara Lewis, Alternate, Columbia River; Joe Jakovac,
Southern Oregon; Phil Lelli, Tacoma; and Paul
McCabe, Seattle. Canada was represented by Bill
Duncan, Van-Isle Ports and Joe Schmiller, Vancou-
ver. Lois Stranahan, Columbia River, was unable to
attend because of illness. Harry Black and Frank
Graham representing Australia's MUA National Vet-
erans' Association were our honored guests.

Reports were made by the various delegates: Van-
couver,Canada is having contract negotiation prob-
lems and there has been a 98% strike vote; Cleophas

Williams spoke on the Harry Bridges Memorial
planned in San Francisco; Seattle has created a sec-
ond dock for Alaska Cruise Ships and it appears that
the port will lose more and more space to non cargo
docks in the future.

George Romero, International Welfare Officer,
spoke calling attention’ to the post-contract internal
conflict in the PMA with the resulting probability
that we can't rely on them to keep their word.

We need to be fully prepared for the next negotia-
tion
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particularly on the health care issue and how it will be
affected by whatever National Health Care Congress
might put together by then.

PCPA Constitutional changes were the main busi-
ness of the Convention. The proposal was to split the
Secretary/Treasurer office and eliminate the office of
2nd Vice President maintaining a slate of four titled
officers: President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer. This proposal was directed to the main
body for vote. Also directed to the main body were
nine resolutions regarding such things as National Pre-
scription Drugs, Support of the Alliance of Retired
Americans, raising the amount of retirees' life insur-
ance from $5,000 to $10,000, overturning NAFTA,
Monitoring Long Term Care and Assisted Living and
opposing Patriot I & IL
The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

. 25 Cals.

Oil Energy Axis

—-We-wrote-elsewhere about-the-overwhelming power

of Oil-Energy in U.S. government. Now we see it in
all its glory in the energy bill being debated in the US
Senate.

Senator Cantwell, D-WA., among others, "says the
bill is riddled with flaws, providing vast benefits to the
coal, natural gas, oil and nuclear industries while of-
fering few environmental protections.” Quoted in the
Seattle Post Intelligencer, 11/21/03.

Further on the article states:

"The bill also includes $23.6m in tax breaks, with
about two-thirds going to the oil, gas and coal indus-
tries ... It also contains $18 billion in loan guarantees,
to build a pipeline to bring natural gas from Alaska's
North Slope. "

It may seem funny, but we always thought private
industry under capitalism was supposed to invest its
own money in enlarging its business. But it seems the
idea of a socialist program for industry, outright grants
from taxes paid by ordinary citizens, is the new idea.

This provides funds for all business expense while
industry gets all the profits and Bush tax cuts to boot.
On the other hand, socialism for industry is being ac-
companied by a program of privatizing social services,
that is, not tax supported, which started the other way

around. RUSTY HOOK / Winter 2003
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War of Mass Deception

So much has been written about war in Iraq and
the war against terrorism that you may be getting
tired of it. At the risk of further adding to the gen-
eral tempest, we would like to draw attention to
what we consider a major weakness in Bush's war
effort.

Bush and his crowd of war mongers have grossly
misjudged the political savvy of the American peo-
ple. In spite of all the propaganda advantages at his
disposal, Bush has only gotten bare majority sup-
port according to the polls. And even that majority
is diluted by a percentage who just go along be-
cause it is the patriotic thing to do, regardless of the
facts.

Lying to gain support for war has always been
part of the game. But there has to be some measure
of credibility mixed in. But all of Bush's lies have
hardly seen the light of day before they exposed as
unadulterated lies. It seems as if they didn't care
whether anyone believes them or not.

If that is their attitude toward us, the same attitude
adopted toward the United Nations and the rest of
the world, then we are in for a power struggle to
rule the world - not one to spread the blessings of
democracy. The "blessings of democracy” is just
another part of war propaganda. So the war effort
(or conquer the world effort) is divided within it-
self. Besides sharply divided support, there is a new
split developing. The rule the world strategy raises
serious opposition in the corporate world itself.
European corporations are rightly concerned about
U.S. control of the world economy.

Thus we see France and Germany refusing to join
the war as well as other nations around the world,
including Japan. The great American super power
is being seen more and more as an imperialist
power out to build a world empire at the expense of
whatever rival corporate power that gets in the way.

Even more opposition to Bush imperialism is a
developing corporate opposition at home. Lesser
U.S. corporations have begun to wonder if the Qil-
Energy corporate combine would move in on some
of them that might be rivals or just gobble them up
through super corporate profit raids. The Bush war
policy is now being seen as not only U.S. corporate
world domination, but also Oil-Energy U.S. corpo-
rate control.
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This picture is reminiscent of the war against Hitler.
Hitler's world power grab threatened European and U.S.
corporate power. They were able to unite against Hitler,
and with the help of the Soviet Union and the peoples'
anti-fascist forces, remove the threat. So then it could be
said that a truly widespread, powerful movement
against Bush, Oil-Energy imperialist schemes is in place
and increasing. It is an informal peoples coalition ex-
tending all the way from radical peace groups to corpo-
rate segments.

If you count all the other peoples forces opposed to
Bush including unions, environmentalists, churches,
feminists, civil rights groups, socialists, senior citizens,
unemployed, poverty population, and third world libera-
tion movements and all others suffering at the schemes
of the power hungry Bush imperialists, you see there are
real reasons for optimism in the struggle to limit and
eventually do away with all corporate domination of the
world.

You can help bring that about by using the weapon of
your vote. To vote Bush out of office is critical to the
future of unionism, democracy, peace and prosperity.
Due your duty!

A First for Seattle Longshore

The first woman longshore retiree on the Pacific
Coast, BOBBY KING, retired September, 2003 - regis-
tered May, 1980.

BOBBY immediately joined our Old Timers Club. We
look forward to working with her.
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