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UNITED WE STAND!

While we see a good part our world sliding toward
confusion, disorder and possible collapse in some social
areas, it is time to take a look at the stability of union-
ism.

Things are not going so well in the stock market and
the economy, or in the wars of Bush's empire building,
or in the stressed federal budget slipping the country to-
ward bankruptcy, or in the scandals of the corporate
world, or in the problems of morality in the Catholic
church, or in the political farce of California's recall elec-
tion, or in the widespread stresses of uncertainty in the
population at large. We see a serious institutional break-
down taking place our country.

Where it will lead and when all this social unraveling
will end is a question all are asking. In going through this
we wonder if there is somewhere we can look for some
kind of stability - some organization that offers hope.

Well, there is such an organization - unionism. Unions
have been around a long time. They came with the early
settlers who brought traditions of unionism from the old
country. They have survived.

The important distinguishing feature of trade unionism
is its  survivability against all odds. Capitalism has al-
ways

November
December

January

fought unionization, especially in our country. The
"American way" was supposed to make unions un-
necessary as well as illegal. The very first US law on
labor relations declared unions illegal. Since that time
unions have had to struggle continually for survival.

That struggle has gone on for over two hundred
years and is continuing, most notably today under
Bushism. Unionism has survived. Today unions rep-
resent thirteen and one half million workers.

That's a pretty good record of strength. It can be
said that if any other organized movement had suf-
fered unrelenting opposition from almost all sectors
of society as has trade unionism, it would have gone
under.

That strength is based on one simple (if compli-
cated in face of powerful opposition) principle: it
seeks to raise living standards. That is a universal de-
mand among all peoples. It also, in spite of republi-
can lies to the contrary, embodies the "American
Dream". In addition, unionism embraces democracy.
Its affairs are largely determined by vote of its mem-
bership as contrasted to governmental affairs ruled by
lobbyists and money.

So, if you are going to place any money on the fu-
ture of our country, bet on unionism. The more you

bet on it, the more it pays.
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PORT OF TACOMA ZOOMS

Stephen H. Dunphy, in the Seattle Times - The
newsletter - reports: Container volumes at the Port of
Tacoma are up 28 percent through May compared
with the same period in 2003 - more than double the
average growth at other West Coast ports. The Port
of Seattle earlier reported a 16 percent increase in
container traffic through April this year.

Puget Sound may be benefiting from last October's
port closures. Shippers and steamship lines are fur-
ther diversifying their ports of entry after coping with
congestion after the ports reopened, said Doug Lun-
gren, the Port of Tacoma’s business-planning man-
ager.

Tacoma is on pace for a record year with port vol-
ume of 1.6 million TEU’s. — or Twenty-foot Equiva-
lent units, the standard industry measure - expected
this year, a 9 percent increase over 2002."

It might be thought Tacoma longshoremen are
working at neck break speed to handle that volume of
containers But the increased volume at Tacoma is not
a result of super productivity. It results from their
having vast amounts of space for storage and han-

dling of containers. If Tacoma runs out of container -

space, their increases will inevitably diminish as may
happen in the Port of Seattle. Anyway, it is predicted
that Pacific Rim trade will double by 2020. Container
space will then be a serious problem for all West
Coast ports. :

We should be careful about recent moves by devel-
opers to take over the Seattle waterfront for commer-
cial development. Recent efforts were made to cancel
Hanjin's lease at Pier 46. The only reason it failed was
because Hanjin refused. We should be wary of be-
coming another San Francisco port which lost its wa-
terfront overseas trade to developers.
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A NOTE FROM THE

LADIES AUXILIARY

The Ladies Auxiliary wishes to announce that it is
ready to accept applications for grants from its Schol-
arship Fund.

Members of ILWU families are eligible. Applications
must be in as soon as possible. They can be secured
from the ILWU office.

For defails contact the Union office or
LAURA BOTLER at 206-332-1771.

THE IRAQ (VIET 2?) WAR
We see from an article in the Seattle P.I, (8/22/03)
that:

"SHORELINE - A day before President Bush's visit to
Washington state, about 1,100 people packed a forum
organized by U.S. Rep. Jay Inslee and demanded an
investigation for invading Iraq.

Inslee, a Democrat, and three panelists offered a list
of complaints about what they described as the Bush
administration's exaggerations about Iraq, including
suggestions that Saddam Hussein and Osama bin
Laden were in cahoots and that Saddam tried to get
uranium from Africa.

"Why didn't Americans get the straight scoop?" Inslee
asked.

Their arguments drew thunderous applause at nearly
every turn. At one point, Inslee asked - to no avail - if
there was anyone in the audience who would defend
the president.”
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