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WELCOME!
TO THE 34th ANNUAL PACIFIC COAST PENSIONERS

ASSOCIATION CONVENTION

We meet a few months after the one-hundredth-birthday

anniversary of Harry Bridges. We salute him as one of the |

greatest labor leaders in' American history. He led labor
and our people to a way out of the Great Depression by
revitalizing U.S. trade unionism with the union
organization of West Coast longshore workers. That led
to the first wage increase anywhere in the country since
the beginning of the depression. It set in motion the
increase in wages and purchasing power that began lifting
us out of the depression. Little credit has been given the
Old Timers of the ILWU for that contribution to U.S.
welfare. \
As most of us know, Harry Bridges led us in those
struggles as a radical. From the '34 strike on through
contract enforcement struggles to ‘48, with the full
support of the membership, he forced the Pacific
Maritime Association to recognize the ILWU and its
rights under the Pacific Coast Labor Relations Contract.
He, and the ILWU membership established the rule of
democracy in the industry as practiced in the union.

Harry Bridges was reviled by the employers, media
and the U.S. Congress as a "communist." Some
twelve different attempts by the courts and

Congress to imprison or deport him on that charge

| were tried. Answering the charge Harry said:
"I am not a socialist or a communist. I am

anti-capitalist." He was anti-capitalist because, he
said, it was an unfair and undemocratic system that
exploited workers for the profit of industry. He
was in favor of doing away with capitalism; but

| said it would have to be done by the American
_people through the democratic electoral process.

But there is more. Harry also predicted the rise of
the anti-capitalist struggles now taking place
throughout the world in the anti-WTO, IMF,

NAFTA, AFTA, World Bank, etc. He said in 1986,

speaking in the Reagan anti-labor era:

Continued on pg. 7
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WHITHER THE ECONOMY?

Or, is the economy withering?

We have economists on all sides of the question; from
those who say we're only in a slump, such as the
popular TV economist Louis Rukyser, to the renowned
international economist, Lakshman Achupham, who
says we are in a worldwide recession. You can take
your choice, which depends on whether you are part of
the new unemployed (recession) or have a secure
financial position. So far, waterfront workers are
relatively well off. We hope it stays that way. But,
security being absent from capitalist economies, there
is reason to watch our cards. International trade suffers
from international financial ups and downs, maybe later
on, but inevitably.

Of course, capitalist economic cycles are nothing
new. We've had many since the beginning of the
industrial revolution and capitalism beginning in the
late 17th century. The historic 29 crash is a classic
example of what an international depression can mean
in terms of human suffering.

What is not dealt with generally is the true meaning of
- the Japanese recession. It has been going on for ten
years following the Japanese economic miracle of the
'80s. At that time some observers predicted that Japan
would surpass the United States economy. Such pipe
dreams result from the same exuberant optimism Alan
Greenspan accused stock investors of being in the '90s.
Nor do they mention that Japan has reduced its interest
rate to less than one percent and still shows little sign
of recovery; just as the Fed's reductions have failed to
stall U.S. slide into recession.

The European economy is slowing to the point of
negative growth. For the first time since WWII,
Germany, the powerhouse of European economy is
showing negative growth. France Italy are following
suit. The ingredients of a worldwide recession are in
place. The only exception to recession is the Chinese
economy, which continues to post 8 percent annual
growth. While tending toward capitalism, China hasn't
reached the stage of capitalist boom and bust.

The capitalist rule is cycle up and cycle down. In the
up cycle the poor benefit the least, if any. In the down
cycle the poor suffer the most.

What will it be like as we continue on the Ferris wheel
ride?

v
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The RUSTY HOOK editors are not prophets, but
certain indications point to prolonged reductions in
living standards on a world scale. Low wage service
jobs are replacing high wage
manufacturing jobs. Most economists now agree the
manufacturing sector; the heavy actor in the US
economy is in recession. The people cut off welfare by
the five-year limit have no recourse except private
charity that is already strained beyond capacity.

So, you can take your choice. What it comes to is
lowering living standards to slump level, recession
level, or, perish the thought, depression level. The
recovery from the present economic uneasiness will
come sometime, this year, next year, sometime
according to which economist you listen to. Some will
even say the recovery will be stow and will never
again see the exuberant stock market of the '90s.

You pays your money and takes your choice.

An apt addition to the above is a quote from
Sean Penn appearing in the Seattle P. 1., 8/25/01:
SEAN PENN praised anti-globalization protesters and
slammed the quality of Hollywood filmmaking in
scathing comments before a film festival screening of
his new movie, "The Pledge". He dismissed President
Bush as a "nowhere man" on Thursday and lauded
protesters at a recent global meeting for caring about
something beyond themselves. “There's a lot of stuff
going on around the world and in the US as well, like
the protests in Genoa and Seattle, and young people
are putting themselves on the line,” Penn told
reporters at the Edinburgh International Film festival,
referring to demonstrations at this summer's G8
meeting in Italy and
the 1999 World Trade
Organization
conference in Seattle.

I don't know if
people value the
thought of revolution
any more.... I think it
would be an
enormously patriotic
movement to invest in
the possibility of
revolution.” Amen.

GET A PIY RAKGE.
\, »
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PENSION DISCRIMINATION

WHEREAS: The five tier pension program in the
ILWU-PMA contract discriminates against many OLD
TIMERS in pension rates because of the
following reasons:

1. The early on 65 years of age mandatory
retirement arbitrarily excluded pensioners from later
contract agreements providing higher pensions based
on length of service.

2. A further example of discrimination in
treatment of OLD TIMERS is the provision of a $1.00
an hour, depending on how many hours you work (up
to 2000 hours per year) PMA funded IRA account for
all registered members, further enlarging their pension
potential, while again disregarding legitimate older
pension needs.

3. The rising cost of living does not
discriminate regardless of age; and this is particularly
unfair to pensioners.

4. Such examples of discrimination against
pre- 25 year limit pensioners are against all the
principles of fairness and equity which has been a key
ILWU principle since its beginning.

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL
applies to our old-time pensioners as well.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That this PCPA
convention go on record calling for renegotiation of
the ILWU-PMA pension plan to bring it into
conformity with a no discrimination based on age
policy which, after all, is also the law of the land.
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WHAT DOES A PRIVATIZED PORT OF

SEATTLE LOOK LIKE? By Tyree Scott
Who benefits? And Should a decision as monumental
as this be taken without input from the public?
Perhaps not all the citizens of King County oppose
the privatizing of public property, but we all have the
right to know that this is happening and why it is or
is not in our best interest, before decisions are made
that will impact the quality of life for working people
in this - our - community.

The Port of Seattle Commission, without taking up
public debate, has on its agenda just such a plan. The
process is being implemented in steps that have
already resulted in the complete turnover of more
than one-half billion dollars of taxpayers’ property to
private companies and the process is continuing.
Under the cover of contract negotiations the Port’s
top managers are passing into private hands the
management and maintenance of the container
cranes. The result of this decision will be the loss of
many family-wage jobs.

The senior managers, using some new organizational
models, are re-organizing the Port into separate
private businesses with the aim of pitting us against
one another to break our unions.

First they go through the motions of negotiating
directly with labor and industry representatives. They
offer a package that takes back our gains in wages,
benefits, job safety and job security. When this
piss-poor offer is rejected, they re-open the negotia-
tions, this time with the threat that if we don’t cave in
to their demands, then they will privatize; they will
go out of business rather than respect our demand to
at least not have our working situation deteriorate. If
this fails, they go through with their threat and turn
over the Port operations to a private business, which
now has the opportunity to feast at the public trough
of the Port.

Keep in mind that this public trough belongs to us,
though the Port Commissioners and the senior
managers think and act otherwise. They say they
have a right to privatize, to go out of business. If we
were to go to court we would not win the right to
maintain our way of life, even though the wealth of
the Port is built on our backs and belongs to the
community. While we continue to run things
smoothly at the point of production at the Port, these

managers and business leaders
Continued on pg. 7






