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“Working four gears”
A nostalgic memory by Seattle Longshore artist Jake
Arnutoff

ILWU CELEBRATES MAY DAY!

On May Ist, the opening day of the 31st Interna-
tional Convention of the International L.ongshore And
Warehouse Union (ILWU), hundreds of delegates took
over the streets of downtown Portland in a solidarity march
with striking workers at Powell’s Books, one of the most
profitable bookstores in the nation.

The May Day action, which took on the character
of the Seattle WTO protest, was held to support more than
400 members of ILWU Local 5 who went on strike at
11:30 a.m. that morning.

Standing under a banner reading, “An Injury to
One Is an Injury to All,” International President Brian
McWilliams gave the keynote address.

He focused on the need to “to shore up internal
resources” in order to meet the new challenges of global-
ization and bosses “who are dressed up in new clothes
but are still dancing to the old tune of putting profits be-
fore people.

“Now is the time to raise the stakes again [like in
the 1930s]”, said McWilliams. There can be “no business
as usual” so long as the transnationals and governments
do not put workers and their families first.

In front of the entire convention and to a standing
ovation, the vice president of the Japanese dock workers
Kenji Yasuada and McWilliams signed an agreement that
said in part that the two unions agree “to enhance labor
activities in the port and transport industries in the United
States and Japan in order to improve working conditions,
union rights, and the living standard and social welfare of
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union members and their families.

Also addressing the Convention will be John
Coombs, president of the Maritime Union of Australia
and Manuel Cordero Aguila, secretary general of the Na-
tional National Sugar Workers of Cuba.

In a moving presentation, Powell’s strike leader
and shop steward Mary Winzig confessed that at first
workers were afraid to show the union button at work.
“But look at us now,” she said, “we closed the damn store.
We are on strike. I am proud to be in the ILWU ... Harry
Bridges is on the picket line!”

Addressing the Convention was new Congress-
man David Wu (D. Ore.) who told delegates, “You will
have a big say on who controls Congress, the White House
and the Supreme Court.”

Hundreds of Portland youth who had organized
their own peaceful celebration of International Workers
Day earlier were confronted by an army of riot geared
police who attacked them with batons and bean bag
rounds.

Not allowing this to stop their celebration, the youth
marched in the streets of downtown Portland eventually
joining the ILWU strike support action.

When the youth entered the ranks of hundreds of
union men and women, ILWU President McWilliams told
the police that the union expected the officers to respect
the march. The police did just that, halting their attacks
on the youth and moving aside “The union was our safe
house,” grateful 21year-old Elijah told the World. He was
surrounded by smiling students who chanted loudly
“ILWU, ILWU!”

(Courtesy of the Peoples’ Weekly World, 5/6/00.)

CORRESPONDENCE

We received a sad message from HELEN NELSON,
widow of BURT NELSON, from Lynwood.

“Dear Brothers:

Life dealt me quite a blow on February 17. I took a
sleeping walk in the middle of the night. A neighbor in
the middle of the night found me lying on my front deck
and found I was O.K. Then got me into bed and tucked:
me in so I would warm up, then went on to his home and
called my Grandchildren who immediately got a hold of
my doctor. He told them I could no longer live alone which
means I am selling my beloved houseboat.

I have been included in the Trade Union movement.
I have enjoyed being on the Executive Board. I have no
means of transportation. If there is someone who lives in
my direction could pick me up and return me I would try

to make it up to him.

I wish the best for each of you and hope you can
help me. Thank you. Sincerely Helen Nelson”

Note: Helen’s address is: 18706 36th Ave. W.

Lynwood, WA., 98037

We are truly sorry to hear of your distress, Helen.
We urge anyone who can help her get to meetings to do
so. Helen”s telephone number is available in the club
office.

On a lighter note we have a letter from JERRY
TYLER, the author of the original HOOK, and our in-
comparable mentor. His letter was posted in the hall. From
Everett:

“Del, Art or whoever is in charge:

My old ILWU jacket has seen better days. Like me!
Getting battered and loose around the seams. How do I
go about getting a new one?

I’m doing okay considering the year model and mile-
age. Eyes going downhill to the point where I take blank
checks to the Schooner or Dog House to have friends write
them out for me. Ditto my mail. So you will please ex-
cuse typos. An electrician friend of mine, a strong union
man, reads the Rusty Hook to me. Does us both good.
I’m able to sit up and take nourishment go to the head all
by my self, eat good and have my two cans of beer a day.
Better than a lot of people our age. Wish I could say comes
from clean living but even I can’t lie like that. My best
regards to all hands. JERRY TYLER, 55650

We sure wish we had your gift with the old vocabu-
lary. It is always refreshing to hear from you, JERRY!
The Old Timers recall the original HOOK with fondness
- like say “Stevie Adoree” ,the poor fellow whose coordi-
nation was so off he couldn’t walk down first Avenue and
chew gum at the same time! Keep in touch, man!

JERRY left his phone number. Give him a call. 425
258 5922, for old time’s sake.

A good chat of a letter comes from Old Timer
CLARENCE “HUB” HUBBARD, Colville, WA.:

“Dear RUSTY HOOK

I’m happy to send my check for the assessment and
also an extra hundred to further the cause of the RUSTY
HOOK.

I started on the permit board in ‘42. My Dad was a
longshoreman. After I returned from 3 years military ser-
vice (South pacific) I came back to the old hiring hall at
Pike and Western Ave.

At the June meeting of 1946 the membership in-
ducted 26 of us vets into the union. I can’t remember them
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