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W.T.O. is the PROBLEM

By DeL CASTLE

Or, to put it more directly, corporate power is the
problem worldwide. This was shown in the massive in-
ternational out-pouring in the “Battle of Seattle.” For at
least four days the world was shaken. The media and
internet spread word and picture all over the planet. The
result was historic. Seattle will be long remembered as
the place where the peoples of the world began what will
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become a world-wide, powerful movement to prevent
corporate power from turning the whole world into a
sweatshop. In this it is noted that the ILWU played a lead-
ership role by shutting down all the ports on the Pacific
Coast November 30.

Our country has quite a history in struggles against
corporate dominance. Beginning with Shay’s rebellion in
1786 when armed Revolutionary war veterans protested
with guns the devaluation by half of the paper money is-
sued them. It was called “Continental” currency. After
that anything of little value was noted as “not being worth
a Continental.”

Since that time we have seen “anti-monopoly” move-
ments among farmers and workers in the late nineteenth
century, before World War 1, during the Great Depres-
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sion and in the powerful trade union organizing drives of

the 30’s and 40’s, now being revived. Those movements
petered out eventually.

But this peoples’ movement will not cease because
the problems will only get worse until corporate power is
curbed. In addition today’s movement is world-wide, so
that while it may subside in one area, it will grow in oth-
ers. Finally, there is that wonderful democratic technol-
ogy, the internet. It is a most powerful tool for mobilizing
mass participation in struggles for a better world.

All of the above was neatly summarized by Nelson
Mandela who visited Seattle a few days after the demon-
stration. He said:

“Power today is still monopolized by the West, and
their moral fabric leaves much to be desired. They use
world trade in order to maximize profit, not for human-

”

R Enough said! %
CORRESPONDENCE

Letters to the RUSTY HOOK are coming in larger
and larger numbers! We welcome them - the more the
better! The following have come in since our last issue:

From HAROLD SEITZ in Tacoma, thank you for
the $20.00 donation.

Also, from JOHN C. EHLY, Tacoma, thanks for your
$20.00. We hear you are having some trouble healthwise.
Hang in there ,John, we need you.

From Mrs. TIV EAGLEHAWK ,Seattle:

“To all the members of the Seattle ILWU Pension
Club:

You guys are fantastic! How you and the others were
able to secure such good raises for the retirees and us
widows is just unbelievable. This contract Just confirms
what my hus-
band, M.D
.S NICK?”
NICHOLS, al-
ways told me
(and anyone else
who would lis-
ten); ‘The ILWU
is the best damn
union in the
country.’ I second
that!

Nower again be troublad by the painful
headechos accociated with trying to think
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1 “Cowboy™ GEORGE H. DALY, one of our
stalwart helpers in mailing the RUSTY HOOK. He has
moved to Desert

Hot Springs,
Ara you looking to loce not oniy your identity, ]] CA..:
but 4 complate cence of individualism sz wal “Hello All:
Then by all means subjact yoursalf to amploy- Enclosed
ment in 8 Modermn Americen &fponla check for $85.00
for lifetime
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issue of RUSTY HOOK. Keep up the good work!
P.S. I’m busy playing golf and chasing widows here
in Palm Springs. After all, somebody has to do it!”
Thanks so much George. All we can say is - hurrah
for Viagra!

Membership and
check for
$100.00 to help
them Old Farts
keep the RUSTY
HOOK. The Fi-
nal Dispatch took
too many people

this time. This '

Cowboy agrees
with everything I
read in the Fall

At 76,1 am i z T
aware of what it -G W p
takes for you N
‘Old Timers’ to [ Vi ¥
keep up the good N
fight. I am so © 1994 Temy Everion.

grateful to each and every one of you. I thank you all
from the bottom of my heart.

I also want to especially thank the editorial staff of
the RUSTY HOOK. You people do a fantastic job of keep-
ing us informed and with a wonderful sense of humor,
too.

My best wishes to you all.” (TIV enclosed a check
for $130,00.)

Blessings to you, TIV - not only for your fine dona-
tion, but a real thanks for your kind words of support.

From NOBI LEMAY, Seattle:

“To the staff of the RUSTY HOOK:

Enjoy the RUSTY HOOK very much. Many thanks
for all your efforts in helping retirees and widows, like
me, and keeping us informed. Enclosed small donation.”
($25.00)

From ZACHARY GAILBRAITH, Everett:

Unfortunately, there was no message. The only thing
in the envelope was a check for $393.00 to the RUSTY
HOOK! We are full of gratitude for such munificence!

RUSTY HOOK / Winter, 2000

Page 2






