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WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

We have all heard a great deal about the World Trade
Organization. ‘What exactly is the World Trade Organi-
zation?

‘¥he World 1'rade Organization is undoubtedly the
greatest threat to democracy, labor and human rights to
appear since Adolph Hitler.

Why is this so?

It is so simply because it represents the greatest con-
centration of wealth and power ever before seen in his-
tory. In the past single nations or combinations have tried
to conquer the world but always failed. Of course, Impe-
rial Rome did succeed temporarily. But it finally failed
and took the western world down with it. Now the es-
sence of the World Trade Organization is to succeed in
conquering the world. If you doubt that, consider this:

The W.T.O represents a combination of all the world's
megacorporations in control of international trade and fi-
nance. International stock and bond transactions repre-
sents many trillions of wealth, turned on and off at the
click of a computer twenty four hours daily. We are not
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told about this side of W.T.O. But a moment's consider-

ation would show that it far exceeds the amount of “free |

trade” in goods they tell us is their goal.

What will be the result? The result will be a con-
stant draining of wealth and power from the people. That
drain will will result in an almost total deprivation of
people throughout the globe.

You may ask: Isn't there omething that can be done
about W.T.O? This raises the second threat of W.T.O.
power. There is no government control in law at present.
The heads of W.T.O. make their decisions in secret. They
do not take any disagreements to any court of any coun-
try for decision. They arbitrate among themselves. No
government or combination of governments, no legisla-
tive body down to local governments has any authority
over W.T.O. Forinstance, if the U.S. government or even
the Port of Seattle adopted a policy or practice the W.T.O.
considered a restraint of “free trade” W.T.O. could rule it

[RALLY begins at 10 a.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 30

GATES OPEN at 8 a.m.
at the Seattle Center's Memorial Stadium

MARCH begins at 12:30 p.m.

a violation. If the U.S. government or the Port of Seattle
refused to accept the W.T.O. decision. It could require
other governments to apply penalties against them in the
form of tariff bamerq against those governmental bodies
and thereby restrict its trade with the rest of the world. In
addition, as noted above, there is no court, national or
international that has any Junsdlcuon over

W.T.O.

This has alarmed many regarding the sovereignty
of pational governments. If an international body as
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W.T.O. has power accountable to no governmental or
court, who is able to do anything about its unfair and au-
tocratic decisions? All the governments that have signed
up with W.T.O. have given up that right.

There is only one such power That is the people.

the underlaying source of ali power. That power is
now being organized by the global anti-W.T.O. movement.
As you have no doubt seen in the press that it will mobi-
lize thousands of people all over the world to press de-
mands for limiting W.T.O.'s power on questions of 1abor
and human rights, environmental regulation and the pres-
ervation of national power. It will ask the peoples of the
world to demand that their governments limit the W.T.O.'s
power.

Our Seattle Pensioners Club went on record unani-
mously atits last meeting to support the international anti-
W.T.O. movement. We urgently recommend that all of
us turn out at the anti-W.T.O. demonstrations at the sched-
uled meetings of W.T.O. , November 29 to 33 in protest.

The rights they are trying to save belong to the people
and to you.

BOOK REVIEW

By Frep Bera

The Celling of America. Inside Look at the U.S.
Prison System Burton Rose, Daniel, Editor with Dan Pens
and Paul Wright.

Common Courage Press, Monroe, Me. 1998.

The introduction to this book is written by William
Greider who is an editor of Rolling Stone magazine and
is author of One World Ready or Not - a book about the
globalization of the world economy under the auspices of
American megacorporations. Greider notes that the na-
tion is addicted to building prisons rather than schools
and that the media leaves out many serious facts about
the inadequacies of the American criminal justice system
and the inhumane prison conditions all over the
country.

The body of the book consists of essays writ-
ten by prisoners, among them Pen and Wright who
are locked up in the State of Washington. All these
writers are devoted to exposing the realities of
prison life, some of which are listed as follows:

1. Most criminals are poor and as a group
they have no lobby in legislatures nor are they able
to give voice to their predicament to any friendly
commercial press.

2. The baseball slogan (“Three strikes and

your out” ) unfatrly targets the poor and racial minorities.
In California a third strike of twenty ~ years to life was
given to a person stealing a slice of pizza from children.

3. In Washington State possession of .65 grams of

cocaine can result in life in prison, a penalty otherwise

reserved to those who have committed aggravated mur-
der.

4. The criminal justice system discriminates racially.
Of the 3029 people on death row in 35 states, 40% are
minorities.

5. 5.1 million Americans are under correctional con-
trol of prisons, jails, parole and probation. Percentage
wise this is the highest of any nation in the worid.

6. Female prisoners are often not under the controi
of female guards. Many cases of sodomy or rape have
been reported.

7. Mental health services are often grossly inad-
equate. When prison sentences are used as a substitute
for psychiatric care, this is considered by many as cruel
and unusual punishment.

8. Prison libraries are often under stocked, espe-
cially with legal books often needed to prepare defense.

9. Most prisoners are often too poor to hire good
defense attorneys. Public defenders assigned to them are
often alcoholics at the bottom of their profession.

10. In the State of Washington prisoners are paid
the minimum wage of $4.91 an hour. But not only do
they have deductions income tax, Social Security and
Medicare, they also have to pay for guard service, resti-
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