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Do you hear anything?

The Push for Parity

February 3, 1997
Dear Brothers & Sisters:

On Wednesday, January the 21st at 10:00 a,m., the
Puget Sound District Council met in Olympia, WA.

It was MOVED/SECOND/CARRIED that Puget
Sound District Council go on record backing the motion
by Brother Rudy Martinez that the Puget Sound District
Council contact their respective locals and International
Officers and International Executive Board, in regards to
parity in pensions for the Pensioners and to plan strategy
to bring about re-instituting the critical wording lifetime
welfare eligibility into the Welfare Plan booklet.

Fraternally,

Teri Mast
PUGET SOUND DISTRICT COUNCIL

o

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING

SEATTLE LONGSHORE PENSIONERS CLUB

March 2, 1998

M/S/C To send a letter to the International Officers,
and to all Local Unions and PCPA Clubs containing cop-
ies of the documents on Parity and COLA for pensions
and urging resolutions in support .
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RIGHT now, Jack Heyman, a
member of Local 10 of the International
Longshore and Warehouse Union, faces
the possibility of being fined hundreds
of thousands, maybe millions, in dam-
ages because he honored a picket line.
He’s also threatened with being perma-
nently barred from doing his job. Mem-
bers of the Laney College Labor Stud-
ies Club in Oakland face the same financial sanction be-
causc the club’s banner was once seen at the same picket
line. The Peace and Freedom Party faces such fines for
similar reasons.

All these people and groups are also being legally
harassed to name the names of all participants in the pro-
test and to reveal all their past political and union asso-
ciations. So what has provoked this incredible legal as-
sault by the employers?

In the fall of 1997, there was a protest in the Port of
Oakland against a container ship called the Neptune Jade,
charted by a Singapore company and carrying British
cargo. The reason for the protest was the British cargo.

Back in 1995, the Mersey Docks and Harbor com-
pany fired 500 men when they refused to cross a picket
line set up in Liverpool, England, by their. work mates,
some of whom had been fired earlier for having tried to
fight the employers’ attempts to sabotage a labor agree-
ment. Liverpool was at the time the last organized port in
Great Britain with a collective bargaining agreement.

The Liverpool fight;sparked a big response by
dockworkers all over the world. There were pickets from
Vancouver south to Long Beach, also across the Pacific
to Japan and Australia. Unable to discharge its cargo in
Oakland, the Neptune Jade traveled to Vancouver, then
Yokohama, then Kobe.

Each time, the dockworkers said no. It was a reac-
tion that might surprise some in this era when organized
labor has been so much on the defensive. But worldwide,
even in these dour times, the dockworkers have had a
huge political effect. In 1991, when Nelson Mandela vis-
ited the United States, he made a particular point of thank-
ing ILWU workers for solidarity actions in the 1970s and
1980s - refusing to handle South African cargoes, for ex-
ample - which he said had been crucial in “reigniting” the
spark of antiapartheid action in the United States.

While in theory, the men in charge of the employ-
ers’ group, the Pacific Maritime Association, might be
against apartheid, they were, and are, even more fiercely

opposed to anything that inhibits their capacity to move
cargo as swiftly and cheaply as possible. Such is the logic
of business that tends to prefer casual dockers to union
workers or cowed union workers to militant ,organized
folk standing up for their rights; In the wake of the Nep-
tune Jade protest, the PMA has brought lawsuits against
the ILWU and the picketers designed to send a simple
message: Whether it be in support of black workers in
South Africa, beleaguered fellow workers on the West
Coast, pilots in the Port of Los Angeles, acts of solidarity
will not be tolerated.

In these years when employers have mostly had it
their own way, the PMA has faced an unpalatable fact:
The Longshore workers and other maritime workers on
the West Coast physically handling nation’s trade balance
are capable of fighting back and of exercising their right
to say no to every management effort to extort another
concession. So, with teams of costly lawyers, the PMA
has gone to the courts again and again in a program of
intimidation.

In the old days, there was mutual agreement to com-
ply with the arbitration process,, which both sides would
honor. But that has been abandoned in favor of multimil-
lion dollar damage claims launched by the employers. The
search-and-destroy strategy of the PMA is the work of

| Joseph Miniace, who came two years ago from outside

the industry, where he’d worked in the medical industry.
Miniace is the one, say Longshore workers, who has gone
on the rampage

For his part, Miniace tells the Journal of Commerce
that all he wants is the unions to be “accountable.” He
talks about “win-win” situations in reorganizing the dis-
patch halls, in the interests of competition and efficiency.

The union is now facing a lawsuit filed in 1997 de-
manding damages of over $10 million from Locals 13
and 63 for honoring a picket line for pilots who were on
strike in the Port of Los Angeles. “There’s no way we
wouldn’t support them,” says Mike Zuliani, president of
Ship Clerks local 63, and though he feels the union will
eventually prevail in civil courts, he says the legal battles
are enormously costly.

But if there’s one thing workers have learned these
last 20 years, when most workers’ wages have remained
static, it is that win-win for management means a sure
loss for workers. The Longshore workers, precisely be-
cause they’re tough and well organized, make good money
- though not nearly as good as Miniace.

The PMA continues to seek damages for a 1995
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coastwide strike in support of two Jeading Seattle union
officials of the ILWU who, the union says, were unfairly
disciplined;. The PMA has already won a federal injunc-
tion forcing the union in the Port of Oakland to scab on
solidarity picket lines. And in Oakland, the PMA is also
readying McCarthy-style probes against anyone who
might defy them.

Part of the bedrock of freedom is the right to strike,
though the right to honor a picket line was eroded as long
ago as the Taft-Hartley Act of 1948. Nonetheless, the
dockworkers have always found ways to take action in
support of causes such as antiapartheid. But if the PMA’s
lawsuits stick, the union will be busted - which is
Miniace’s obvious aim. Unless all workers see the impor-
tance of this struggle -- the right to set up and honor picket
lines - the very survival of the labor movement is at stake.
copy right, 1998, Creators syndicate. Inc.)

Alexander Cockburn’s column appears Thursday on
editorial pages of The Times
Seattle Times 2-26-98.

CORRESPONDENCE

From CAE PITHAROULIS, Greece:

She reminds us of the honor the Greek seaman
of WWII who sailed so valiantly to keep vital war cargo
moving military cargo under intolerable conditions in
“coffin ships.” She appeals us to send messages of good-
will and support for the survivors. President Roosevelt
said during the war that: “T am amazed at the determina-
tion of the men of the Greek merchant marine who, de-
spite all obstacles, continue the struggle with infallible
courage and heroism. ”

She continues: “Of the estimated 20,000 ocean
going men who served, 25% died in action and almost

25% became invalided or insane. On no other front were,

the numbers so high.”
We urge our members especially ex-seamen to
write letters in memory of those long gone seamen to:
CAE PITHAROULIS
126 Laskaridou Street
Kallithea, Athens 17675
Greece
It only costs 60¢ for a stamp for Greece.

Members and Local 19 and our Pension Club send
their hearty message of support.

Cae also sends us $20.00 in support of the RUSTY
HOOK. THANK YOU!

r r r r

From GLENN and GINGER DORIS - Soap Lake,
addressed to JERRY TYLER
“GLENN asked me to write and let you know he
is still chasing girls and not getting too far. I don’t think
he would know what to do if he got any.
If you get over to soap Lake please try and stop

by and step in. Would like very much to see you again.

Thank you.”

That one is €or actions above |
and beyong the call of du‘ty

n the battle to prevent
euts in clefense spehdmg.
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From our worthy correspondent,
JESSIE HRASKA:

She adds to the story of organizing the first union
of laundry workers printed In a recent issue of the RUSTY
HOOK. She adds events that took place in organizing
the loggers around Aberdeen:

The I.W.W. was very prominent at Gray’s Har-
bor. The initials stand for Industrial Workers of the World.
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