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DICK MOORK
WORKER WITH A VISION

Brother Dick Moork was one of a kind.
He never wavered in his personal struggle to
defend and enlarge the rights of workers and all
who suffer under an unfair system devoted to
enhancing profits at the expense of the people.
He spent his time in the labor movement trying
by every means possible to raise living standards
generally; while at the same time knowing and
conveying to others that our economy would
never allow freedom for the people. He felt that
the "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness"
was not possible with the bosses in control.

Many of us felt he literally wore himself
out giving unstintingly and heroically to the
cause in which he believed so strongly. He never
gave in. He could not be bent, broken or bought.

He believed, as did Abraham Lincoln,
that the strongest human bond is that uniting

workers of all lands and kindreds. If we can LOCAL 19 AND RUSTY HOOK
achieve his vision we will be far better off than at

any time in history. Farewell to Dick — Old As you know, our RUSTY HOOK has been a
Timer, Brother and Comrade. publication by the Old Timers for our membership.
That may be enlarged to be circulated to the member-
ship of Local 19. Local 19's Executive Board voted in

People Before Proﬁts its October 22 mceting to request the membership to
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endorse a proposal to help finance its publication as |

part of its membership educational program. If the
proposal passes two mectings of the Union (a by-laws
rule) we will be publishing a new RUSTY HOOK
devoted to that purpose. We will be including material
on the history of the ILWU, the principles of unionism,
questions and problems in labor relations, parliamenta-
ry procedure, etc., and any other subject thc member-
ship feels will be helpful.

This is felt necessary because we will be facing
a new kind of labor relations in '99. The employers
showed its hand in the '96 negotiations by stalling on
every single Union proposal. The union was forced to
call for strike action before the employers began to
bargain in good faith. Finally, after prolonging nego-
tiations past the deadline of 7/1/96, the employers gave
in and a contract was signed.

But even then, it took two ballots among the
membership to get the 60% majority nceded to ratify.
That was because Locals 13 and 10 voted 'NO' the first
time around because of local issues.

What all this shows is that the relatively peace-
ful period of labor relations since the 1971-72 strike is
coming to an end. We will have to fight like hell in '99
to keep our union and the gains we have made.

Further evidence of a hardening employer stra-
tegy is the rumored move on the part of APL, and pos-
sibly Matson to pull out of the PMA. This would mean
a whole new ball of wax. They may plan to set up an
independent carrier group and negotiate separate con-
tracts. In addition, as at the Mercy Docks in Liverpool,
there is the threat of privatizing docks on the Pacific
Coast. Along with this, there is the ever present threat
of private, modemized docks in Mexico. We face a
difficult future!

We hope the RUSTY HOOK will be helpful in
promoting a union educational program aimed to
prepare for tough times ahead.
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CORRESPONDENCE

From BEULAH BENHAM 1n Burlington:

"I enjoy the paper and I'd appreciate it if you'd
keep sending it to me. Thank you.

"My husband was HARRY BENHAM, who
belonged to Local 19. He died of cancer in 1986 and |
receive a survivor's pension.”

Thank you for your welcome praise of the
RUSTY HOOK. Wel'll see that you get it regularly.
Sorry about Harry and our condolences to you and his

SUrvivors. Y

From CAE PITHAROULIS, Athens Greece:

"I am disturbed by my inability to obtain news
about my friend Jerry Tyler. In his last letter, received
about two months ago, he wrote that he had been very
il but had rccovered. Since then, I have written,
wired, phoned to no avail.

I am deeply indebted to Jerry. Without his help
I never would have been published in my native U.S.
which I left many years ago. When we were all
younger, he often visited my late husband and me, then
me when [ was very much alone.

[ would appreciate any news concerning him.
The sooner the better. He often mentioned Dulce and
Gus who were helping him with my book, A
PERSONAL REPORT which 1 gifted to the Harry
Bridges Chair. My trade union husband (maritime)
was a friend and great admirer of Harry Bridges. I am
a retired tradc unionist, now 80 years old.

I get news about our mutual friend DICK
MOORK from THE RUSTY HOOK' which Jerry
always sent me along with other U.S. trade union and
progressive publications after he read them. My
deepest affection to DICK and I'm cheering his
courage together with the rest of you."

SKo

From JESSIE HRASKA, our intrepid correspondent -
A UNION PICNIC - AND COORS BEER!

"Walking in Lincoln park, some years ago, I
came upon a group of young people having a picnic. |
noticed the caps the men wore, with a union symbol on
them. They were all laughing and talking with the
small children running all around. It was good to see
these young people having fun, when my eyes lit upon
the table where 1 saw, to my utter shock, a case of
Coors beer on the table, a scab beer.

Oh Dear! What should [ do? Should | stop and
tell them how Coors treated its workmen? That it was
the scabbiest company, the way it fought the workers'
fight to organize into a union? And, Oh! also, should I
take it upon mysell to spoil their picnic? No! [
couldn't just do this to them! So I passed by and got
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