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MARTIN JUGUM -
HE TOLD IT LIKE IT WAS

Those of us who came in contact with Brother
Martin Jugum couldn't help but marvel at his grasp of
what was going on in Longshore. He had the facts and
he knew how to use them. From accounts of what went
on at any of the caucuses and conventions he attended,
down to what happened and who made it happen on the
Seattle waterfront, Jugum could tell you the ins and
outs! In this way, and in the forthright manner in which
he dealt with others, he was a true rank and file leader. .
. devoted to union democracy.

Brother Jugum spoke in what became known
as "Jugum language.” His message came across in a
manner that left little doubt as to where he stood. Harry
Bridges once remarked that if we could negotiate a
contract in Jugum language, we would be better off.

But there was a lot more to Jugum than his use
of the language.

Not only his unique use of the language and
grasp of union principles, but the meaning of union
democracy - "the rank and file has the final say" - was
the hallmark of his uhionism. And he did a lot to help
make the ILWU one of the strongest unions in the
country. He had a sharp sense of rank and file senti-
ment and he did his best to be guided by it.

He greatly admired Harry Bridges. At the
Bridges memorial in San Francisco he called him "the
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Jesus Christ of the American working class." And he
fought to keep the Bridges democratic tradition alive.

This was clear in his outstanding effort to
promote the Harry Bridges Chair in Labor Studies at
the University of Washington - the only one of its kind
in the country.

We will always remember this "ordinary rank
and filer," as he called himself, who epitomized much
of what the ILWU stands for

He was quite a guy!

We will sorely miss him!

Brother Jugum holding a photograph of Harry Bridges
(Courtesy of “Building Bridges” newsletter of the
University of Washington Center for Labor Studies)

(Donations to a Martin Jugum Scholarship fund at
the Harry Bridges Chair of Labor may be sent to
Bob Duggan’s attention at Levinson, Friedman,
Vhughen, Duggan and Bland, 2900 One Union
Square, 600 University St. Seattle, WA 98101-4156.
Checks should be made out to ‘“Jugum
Scholarship™)

Take back the Country"

VOTE
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DELEGATE’S REPORT

LABOR PARTY FOUNDING CONVENTION
June 6-7-8-9, 1996
Cleveland Convention Center, Cleveland, Ohio

The Convention convened at 3:00 PM Thursday,
June 6th, 1996. After opening ceremonies the first order
of business was presentation of the proposed constitu-
tion (or platform) of the Labor Party. Adjourned at 7:00
PM.

The ILWU delegation convened a caucus at 7:30
at the Sheraton Hotel, a block away. We read and
discuss the articles of the proposed constitution. It was
decided that with 1400 delegates and 1400 interpreta-
tions it would be a waste of time to nitpick every article.
After a lively discussion we determined that the key
issues for us were whether the Labor Party should be an
electoral party or a pressure-lobbing organization and
the issue of pro- choice abortions. While we were fully
aware that it would be impossible to field a slate of
qualified candidates for the *96 elections, we were in
agreement that our purpose should be to form an elec-
toral party and that another lobbying organization would
be just a waste of time and money. The pro-choice
issue did not require much discussion since the ILWU
has traditionally supported this issue. We adjourned at
10:00 PM.

Friday, June 7, 1996, the Convention convened
at 9:00 AM. Delegations presented proposed amend-
ments to the article of the proposed constitution. We
adjourned at 5:30 PM.

Saturday, June 8, 1996, the Convention con-
vened at 9:00 AM. There was further presentation of
amendments.

It appeared that the Chair (Robert Wages,
President of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers
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International Union) was bypassing and not recognizing
individuals in our delegation or delegates from small
locals of other unions when they wished to speak on the
mike. So, at 11:30 the ILWU delegation walked out as
a body to caucus at the Sheraton. Tony Mazzocchi,
former Secretary-Treasurer of the Oil, Chemical and
Atomic Workers International Union and founder of the
Labor Party Advocates, followed us and requested to
negotiate. We talked until 1:30 with no result. Finally,
I got the floor and said, “We came up here disgusted
because we were not getting our fair share of time on
the mike. Either our delegates get recognized to speak
or we walk! It appears that the Chair, Robert Wages 1s
playing games.”

They reconvened at 1:00 PM. We came in at
1:58 and received a standing ovation. The gavel was
turned over to a delegate from a California Local of a
Nurses Union. She did a bang-up job and was fair to
everyone seeking the mike, including all the small
locals—which was only right.

Ralph Nader spoke to us.
We voted on the electoral issue. We lost.
We adjourned at 6:00 PM.

Sunday, June 9, 1996, the Convention con-
vened at 8:00 AM We voted on the abortion issue. We
were defeated. Former Governor of California Jerry
Brown spoke. We adjourned at 1:30 PM.

SUMMARY: Unless the Labor Party accepts and
works toward a goal of becoming an electoral party with
qualified candidates for elected office it will accomplish
nothing and will fade away. There is nothing to be
gained in organizing another pressure-lobbying group.
It is true that Republican and Democratic candidates
have become interchangeable and for the most part
Democratic candidates no longer represent out issues
and needs. However, if we hold to the premise of not
supporting any candidates and offering NONE of our
own; how can we be a pressure group? Where is our
bargaining power? We have none!

Members of our delegation, as well as myself,
may have judged Sweeney, President of AFL-CIO
harshly for not attending the assembly although he was
in Cleveland on other business. In a newspaper article

he cited the impossibility of fielding a slate of candi-

dates for the ’96 elections. However, upon reflection
and after reading Alexander Cockburn’s column in
"Nation", I think Sweeney may know these people
(Wages and Mazzocchi) better than we do. There is a
definite possibility that they are using the rest of us to
build a power base to exert pressure for OCAW inside
the AFL-CIO.

(Continved on Page 4)
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"When do they start downsizing greed?"
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In his book The work of Nations g =
= (1991) Secretary of Labor Robert Reich explained =
m that the economic globalization...has severed the g
- interests of the wealthy classes from a sense of -
= hational interest and thereby from a sense of concern g
- for and obligation to their less fortunate neighbors. ™
= A thin segment of the super rich...has formed a state- g
. less alliance that defines global interests as synony- ®
m mous with the personal and corporate financial g
™ interests of its members. -
- This separation has been occurring in nearly a
m every country in the world to such an extent that it is =
= no longer meaningful to speak of a world divided g
® into Northern and Southern nations. The meaning- =
= ful divide is not geography—it is class. -
- The world now has more than 350 billio- =
= naires whose combined net worth equals the annual g
®m income of the poorest 45 percent of the world"s =
a population. That gap is growing.
|
m from “The Limits of the Earth" by David C. Korten,
: Nation, 7/15/22/96

SOLIDARITY!
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