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Di1ck Moork
" VENESS & COOPERATION"

The growing trend in the business world and even in
the White House is the notion that trade unions, as we
know them, are irrelevant to the new technology and the
new 'global economy'. It's as if the employer in the new
technology is a different person than we knew when we
were forced to break our backs for a living. Don't be
deceived. The "new" employer has the same motivation as
the "old" employer -- more profits -- and he'll get them
from the same source he got them before -- the worker's
and consumer's hides.

The Dunlop Commissicn (named for its chair, John Dun-
lop, Nixon's Secretary of Labor) held a key hearing in
Silicon Valley, near San Jose, CA. A pretty good picture
of what was planned for the worker came to light in the
hearings. Witnesses gave the commission (and the.public
that wants to hear) a good first hand look at the new
"high performance workplacg" - work teams --labor/manag-
ement cooperation --the contingent workforce, and the
new world of "corporate culture and values." A senior
vice-president of one of the "hi-tech" companies said,
"employees have become decision makers, and management
has practically disappeared." She called for a new pub-
lic policy for labor-management relations." UWhen an
employer says things like that, you can be sure you are
being sold a bill of goods. Employers, hi-tech or low-
tech, are always trying for higher profits through the
exploitation of labor -- the only force that adds real
value to any of his products.

) Continuing, Doug Henton, who repfesented an industry/
government policy group which convened the hearing was
even more blunt. "Unions as they have existed in the
past are no longer relevant." he said. "Labor law of 40
years ago is not appropriate to 20" Century economics.”
They're talking the "economics" of marketing for the
exploiters while we're talking "pork chops" and living
standards for the people producing the goods.

If one reads between the lines, these people are say-
ing that it isn't unions that they oppose, its just the
fact that the workers control the unions and they don't
like  that. They are proposing something that, for very
good reasons (in 1935 and in 1984) is illegal -- a comp-
any union.

Corporate America and the federal government want
workers to cooperate with the employer and compete with
their fellow workers, at home and abroad. The very idea
should be repugnant to any worker who is aware of the
contradictions between capital and labor.

It is very interesting that the employer would want
the workers to join the team with them to share all the
responsibilities of management. I wonder if their next
move would be to share the profits equally?

Don't be sold a bill of goods about being "competit-
ive" with your fellow worker or Mworking as a team with
the employer". They both mean the same thing. They are
devices to lure the worker into constructing his/her own
scaffold. By this, I don't mean to suggest that a worker
should not take pride in the work he or she does. Pride
in a job well done is very personally satisfying and is
a very good bargaining chip come union negotiations. In
addition, pride in one's work gives one a sense of inde-
pendence from the boss,

According to one worker who testified before the Dun-~
lop Commission, "The company always told us that they
had to be competitive. Increasing the company's profita-
bility, they said, would increase our job security, That
was the purpose of our workteams, to make us efficient
and productive. We became more efficient. Our yield rate
on each wafer (silicon chip) went from 80% to 95%.

"Then the company took the ideas contributed by the
experienced workforce in Santa Clara, which they got
through the team meetings, and used them to organize new
fabs with inexperienced workers, in Arlington, Texas,
where wages are much lower. The experienced workers lost
their jobs. The team meetings stole our experience and
ideas, and didn't give us any power to protect our jobs
and families."

Brothers and sisters, this same tragedy is occurring
all across our country and in every industrially devel-
oped nation. Don't be misled by a bunch of snake oil .
salesmen. Remember -- the only real protection a worker
has is his/her solidarity with his/her fellow worker in
their trade union. This is not an alien concept - this
gave us the eight hour day, vacations, medical care and
a life of dignity Dick Moork



The following is a contribution by our very welcome
first quest columnist -- Ms Carol Campbell, Carol is a
social & political activist from Vashon Island and a

member of the family of one of our most respected
members, --- "J.P." Ryan.

FOCUS ON REALITY

I woke up to National Public Radio (NPR) blustering
about the proposed tax cuts - Not just this morning but
yesterday and the day before too. Gingrich is going to
give $500 per kid to taxpayers making $200,000 or less.
Clinton proposes a combination of cuts and credits for
families earning less than $120,000 and Gephardt is
suggesting a straight cut for those making less than
$75,000.

Tempering my euphoria over thesé politician's 'muni-
ficence' are the lists of programs to be decimated to
pay for it. Railroads, highways, schools, food stamps.
The 1list goes on and on. UWhile they worry about the
middle-class family with one breath, we are accused
of being nothing but social leeches with the next.

This has become business as usual in the world's old-
est existing 'democracy' - but the new twist is the lack
of reaction from the citizenry. Its as if we are paral-
yzed after our trip to the polls in November. While the
pundits say "we voted for change", no one but right wing
zealots seem to be vocalizing what that change should
be, So, it is just more of the same old rhetoric. (BS)

Why doesn't someone tell these jerks, both elected
and self-ancinted, that 'getting the government off our
backs' does not mean destroying the very things that
benefit the average guy- -that government is supposed
to do? We are tired of paying for things two or three
times, only to pay for them yet again, or lose them
entirely. We are tired of paying for social security
for a pittance of retirement income while these clowns
in three-piece suits retire on more money than we can
earn in twenty years. We are tired of watching the
circus while our country goes down the toilet!

The passenger railroads are a good example. The Irish

from the east and Chinese from the west labored and died

to lay the tracks, while the wealthy traded the assets
like baseball cards The taxpayers (without knowing it)
gave entrepreneurs millions of acres to finance the rail
roads and ensure their profits.-Once the railroads were
built, the lands were sold off, or shuffled over to yet
another financier in stock deals. The owners quit inves-
ting in rolling stock and maintenance of the road bed
and took the profits off the top. Then the big railroads
started qa}ng bankrupt! Big surprise! C grade students
in the 8 grade could have figured out the cause and
effect - but not the leaders of this great nation. --
No, they moaned and groaned and bailed out the profiteer
with taxpayer money in return for a promise that passen-
ger service would be maintained on a few runs with a
public subsidy.

" And so, AMTRAK was created. No quid pro quo was dem-

anded by our elected representatives; No new engines or
passenger cars were mandated to be built; No new tracks
were laid. AMTRAK was a joint venture between private
and public agencies. Profits were (and are) taken by the
private side -- losses absorbed by the taxpayer.

For the past 30 years, passengers who had the time
and energy §$uld treat themselves to a railroad trip
into the 18~ Century by riding AMTRAK. Of course, din-
ing cars were discontinued; sleepers were not provided;
schedules were not maintained and many excursions ended
up on a bus because the train broke down or derailed.

Lo and behold, the newly 'public/private corporation
started losing money - It needed a bigger subsidy from
the taxpayer to continue even the lousy service it was
providing. Except in the eastern commuter corridor (and
sometimes even there), taking a train became synonymous
with adventure. Only the most daring were willing to try
it.

Now, because of the advent of the intermodal contain-
er, the freight railway companies are making big bucks.
The transportation geniuses, aided by their computers
and the experience of their workers, have figured out
that hauling hundreds of containers cross-country on
rail cars with one very small train crew is cheaper than
hauling them with hundreds of trucks. The tracks are
humminmg -- trains are running night and day. The rails
are so crowded that the plethora of freight trains is
slowing the rail system down. The passenger trains are
accused of blocking the rails. They are so antiquated
they can't go very fast, but under the AMTRAK enabling
legislation, they have the right of way. [In most of
Europe, passenger trains and freight trains travel on
separate tracks, one not impeding the other and the
heavy freight trains not damaging the passenger trains'
right-of-way].

Notwithstanding the above outrage, do our elected
officials introduce legislation for an increased tax on
the privately run rail freight system? Do they, in any
way, remind the owners of these private railroads that
the right -of-way belongs to the citizens and that they,
the private ouwners are there by the grace of the citiz-
ens? Do they put the public interest ahead of profits?
Of course not, they make noises to shut AMTRAK down
entirely.-"it's costing the government too much money!".
At this point, the rhetorical question has to be asked,
"Can we afford these jerks?" What is intrinsically wrong
with taxpayer subsidizing their own transportation?

It's become one of those fearful entitlements that
are bankrupting big government. We all know what entit-
lements are: they are those big expensive give-aways
that benefit the little guy instead of big business. All
of those horrible programs such as National Parks, the
Public Broadcasting System, Medicare, school lunches
Head Start, the Public Health Service, Social Security
and that anathema to all of those right wing ideologues
--- WELFARE! --- all of those other government handouts
that have turned us into a nation of Mwelfare queens in
our Cadillacs".



-

Pardon me? Am I missing something? English is my nat-
ive tongue and these people seem to be speaking ancient
Greek. Entitlements? You bet I'm entitled! I as an Amer-
ican citizen, am emtitled to a decent standard of living
a safe retirement, a secure neighborhood and insured and
comprehensive health care. My kids are entitled to a
full education and a job when they grow up. And, we are
all entitled to have protection from the con men of Wall
St. and Capitol Hill. That is why we pay taxes!

And pay taxes we do -- To the local government, the
school district, the county, the state and the feds. Ue
pay sales tax, income tax, social security tax, property
tax, luxury tax, use tax, entertainment tax and death
tax. They tell us that we must support the defense budg-
et while there are no enemies to defend against (Saddam
Hussein?) They tell us that they don't tax the air we
breathe but they are lying. Example: We pay the cost of
emission tests on our cars - ergo, we pay for the air we
breathe!

However, it is not the taxes we pay that are bankrup-
ting us and our nation - it is the way that the taxes
are spent. Oh I know - That's what they say when they
cut some piddly-assed little program that benefits the
working stiff - like the subsidy to beekeepers. But when
are they going to cut the welfare to big business?

We bail out Chrysler to cover up their mismanagement-
they move to Canada and Mexico and God only knows where
else. We bail out the crooked S&ls to the tune of some
$500 billion and counting, We give tax breaks to giant
insurance and pharmaceutical companies to subsidize
their relocation in a more "business friendly" country.
We pay our 'elected' Representatives and Senators five
and six times the amount of money the average Person
makes every year. lWle furnish them the best medical care
in the world. We give them a pension that would make a
sultan's eyes green with envy and then we, the people,
furnish them with golden parachutes and a revolving
door so that they can return from retirement and lobby
against the people's best interests.

WE WANT TO THANK THE FOLLOWING BROTHERS AND SISTERS FOR
THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE RUSTY HOOK
SUSTAINING FUND
(Not necessarily in the following order)

RAYMOND, TLWU, LOCAL 1, PENSION CLUB

GUS RYSTAD
VAL SWEGEL

DAVID BARNHILL

PETE STARKOVICH

HARRY 'SNUFFY' SMITH

PETE SACCAMANO
GRANT MYERS

CHESTER SMITH

BUD HAVLISCH

ED HICKS
RICH MALETTA
If anyone is omitted, they will surely be recognized in
the next issue of this marvelous publicationi

We buy limousines for public officials and build man-
sions in which they work(?) We pay for their private
jets, yachts and trips abroad. Those who govern us live
like kings and, for the worth of their service to us,
the electorate, they don't deserve the minimum wage.
Vermin the likes of Charles Keating, Ivan Boesky and
Michael Milken can rip off thousands of small investors
for billions of dollars and spend a couple of years in a
country club prison playing tennis and golf. Let some
poor black kid, who didn't get what he was entitled to
in the first place, gets caught selling a small amount
of marijuana and he gets 10 years hard time.

This is crazy! We spend our lives listening to a
media run by the same fat cats who are robbing us blind.
Then we express our anger by railing about some poor
immigrant or welfare mother. Come on folks, get a clue!
The rot in our country didn't start in the basement --
it's the roof that's leaking. The people we entrust with
our security are mugging us at every turn and we want to
blame it on some poor old lady in a nursing home who has
the gall to fall ill when she is eighty years old. What
on earth is wrong with our sense of reality and decency
that we can buy into this distorted vision of American
society?

This nation was built by working people. They fought,
bled, died to build a country where Joe and Jane Average
could go to bed warm, dry and reasonably well-fed. Now
we seem to want to destroy all of that - lock our child-
ren in jails and/or orphanages, throw our sick and eld-
erly out into the streets, so the rich can get richer.

Whenever someone speaks out against these inequities,
they are accused of advocating and fomenting class war-
fare. Well. I hate to tell you this, the class war
started a long time ago -- and it was declared on the
have-nots by the haves. The poverty stricken were the
very first victims: the working poor the next: the so-
called 'middle class' is going down with them. After
all, even wealthy, reactionary, anti-labor and smug
Orange County bit the dust and went bankrupt, a victim
of their home-bred syndrome -- GREED! Carol Campbell

SPECTAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr. William Gerberding, President of the University
of Washington, has graciously accepted our invitation
to our annual Spring Luncheon at the Swedish Club on
May 4, 1995. Surely, it goes without saying, Dr. Gerb-
erding is a special friend of the ILWU and the principal
reason there is a Harry Bridges Chair in Labor Studies.

Make a notation on your calendar for nmext May 4.
There will be more later and, if you plan on attending,
pleases call (206) 343-0504 OF ~—~=m~=m—=m= .

"Pray for the dead and fight like hell for the living"
Mary Harrls "Mother" Jones







