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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
fhreofdmtisplmud;furﬂemkirgclass
of the world.

Tn lieu of my "President's Report", the article on
Lhe following page is reprinted from the magazine "HUMAN
'QUEST" an independent journal of religious humanism und-
‘sr the auspices of The Churchman Associates, Inc. of St.
{Petersburg, FL. In their masthead, the editors/publish-
‘zrs proclaim that "it is edited in the conviction that
ireligious journalism must provide a platform for the
‘free exchange of ideas. and opinions; that religion is
consonant with the most advanced revelations in every
department of knowledge; that we are a fraternal world
community; and that the moral and spiritual evolution of
man is only at the beginning.” Brothers and sister, in
@y opinion, those aren't bad principles by which to live

Dlease don't regard my statements and/or my opinions
as aspousals of any particular religion or the absence
thereof. An unknown (to me) philosopher once said that,
"The only trouble with Christianity is the Christians."
9f course, he was referring to the horrible litany of
bigotry and slaughter, in the name of almost all relig-
ions, that have been perpetrated down through the ages.
‘Where the brotherhood of man has been preached, far too
often intolerance and bigotry is practiced. .

In reading the following essay by Bernard Forer, I
realized that there was much food for thought in his
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HOW FAR WILL THEY GO? DEPT.
(From The NATION Alert, Oct. 1994)
FACT: In Riversidfe CA, members of Phyllis Schaffly‘s
Eagle Forum are lobbying for the removal of a book about
Rosa Parks because it "guestions authority”.
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chronology and analysis of events that have accurred
during the term of most of our lifetimes. Too often we
look at history in mini-bites as though each occurrence
were happening without any connection to others. As he
points out, none of these events occurred in a vacuum.
They are a natural sequence governed by the laus af ool-
jtics and social intercourse that happen when certain
factors are present or absent. ’

Because Mr. Forer could transmit this knowledge ina
far better manner than I, it was my opinion that more
people should have the benefit of his wisdom.

If anyone takes offense at the words, I take full
responsibility for their printing in the 'Rusty Hook'.
It is my philosophy that wrongs should be exposed to the
public eye and ear, no matter what the source. Poking
one's head in the sand never solved any problem. If my
government is responsible for righting social wrongs and
supporting democratic ideals, I feel that I can bask in
the collective pride of all of my fellow citizens. How-
gver, if my government commits wrongs, I share the shame
and responsibility with all other taxpayers. It is not
pleasant to live with a quilty conscience, even if it is
collective. ’

Please read Mr. Forer's article with an open mind and
consider all of the facts that he sets forth.

Dick Moork
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'CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER

Y NOW, the muitinationai cor-
porations are nding high. La-
bor movements on a world
scale have been subdued. Within

our own nation, attorneys have made their
fortunes by advising CEOs on various
anti-union maneuvers, not to mention those
who have reached Congress and thereby
gained legislative powers. Civil wars and
ethnic struggles have engulfed the capi-
talist worid. but the sale of arms goes
undiminished. Joblessness has become
an epidemic in one nation after the other.
with corresponding increases in sutfer-
ing, cnime, and vioience of many types.

At the same time. we have had the
approvai of such measures as GATT and
NAFTA by governments of industrial-
ized countries. These agreements are cal-
culated to remove the muitinationais from
the control of the individual legislatures,
thereby giving them a free hand to ignore
environmental standards, wage laws, and
other provisions caicuiated to protect the
health and safety of workers. Media pro-
paganda has been used to convince the
peopie that so-cailed free trade comprises
the answer to all our economic woes.

The U.S. has been an accomplice in
the orchestrated campaign. under the guise
of promoting democracy, of course.

The demise of the Soviet Union has
intensified this trend of ovemding the
needs of working peoplie. In addition, we
have seen, in country after country, con-
tinuing scandals which involve political
figures as well as their corporation part-
ners in crime.

The present period is fraught with danger
precisely because the financial elite is
intent upon profits and the bottom-line,
regardless of any fig-leaf of democracy.
Greed is manifest. We are entering a
crucial period in which a resurgence of
neo-fascism may suit the blueprint of the
makers and shakers of this modern worid.

The first casualty in almost any war is
the truth. Mussolini and Hitler came to
power with the acquiescence and help
from corporate powers. With the ascen-
dancy of modern technology, the CEO
clique feels that fewer and fewer workers
are needed, so that only a relatively smail
group of technicians will be necessary
for production. The rest can starve. Ob-

Mr. Forer is a retired teacher who
cares too much for this country’s welfare to forego
incisive comment, as this article testifies. He is a
Contributing Editor to this magazine.

jectors wiil be handled by police forces »

and the army, pius the array of courts and
prisons.

The kinship between capitalism and
fascism 1s not a recent phenomenon. Past
decades have seen U.S. incursions into
Viemmam. Grenada. and Panama. not to
mention C.[.A. shadow-armies parading
everywhere from Nicaragua and Angola
and Afghanistan. An articie in Coverr
Action Quarrerly has estimated a mini-
mum of six mullion dead as a resuit of our
sponsored conflicts. Nowhere have we
nroduced the democracy that we were
supposedly trying to achieve. Rather, we
have igniied chaos and suffering. The
toll upon civilians has been aimost in-
credibie. Our recent adventures in Soma-
lia has been no better.

The fast “justfied” conftlict that we
have waged has been in World War I
Even there. [ can see the hand of Big
Business behind the decisions. The war
was waged to prevent the ascendancy of
Hitler overthe continent of Europe, whereby
ne wouid have become the dominant capi-
talist power on the giobe. The seilour at
Munich by Chamberlain and his elite
group had been an invitation to Hitler to
march eastward and demolish the Soviet
Union. Later, the capitalist elite had reai-
1zed that it was impossible to make ac-
commodation with the Nazis, and that
they also would be swallowed up by the
Hitlentes. Fascist appetites are never sated.

The U.S. Amy’s School of the Americas
has used public funds to train leaders of
death squads in Latin America. Ourtroubles
in Hait, for example, have been of our
own making. At present writing, we have
been making threats against North Ko-
rea, a country with which we refused to
sign a peace treaty, and where we have

" positioned many thousands oftroops nearby,

in South Korea.

In this turbulent period, the worst vic-
tms are the children, as the recent Camegie
report has reveaied. Crimes and violence
have permeated the social structure of
our country, so that even schools are not
immune. Poverty and hopelessness rule
too many families, not to mention the
racism which underlies the political de-
cisions that are being made. Let us not be
mistaken: creation of an underclass has
not been an aberration. We have the means
and the technology to eliminate poverty,
but that would mean the relinquishing of
special privileges by the financial elite.

By BERNARD FORER

We have pienty of exampies to cite.

The inconsistency — nay, the stupid-
ity — of many policies emanating from
Washington — has provoked trenchant
remarks from our bright observers. Dur-
ing the Guif War, one wirt said that we
wouid never have entered the contlict to
restore the royai family in Kuwait if that
country’s chiet export had been broccoli
instead of oii! It was Jesse Jackson. I
beiieve, who remarked that for the money
we spend to keep a man in jail, we could
send him to Yale.

Where 1s the money to come trom?
During the term of Gerald Ford. the maxi-
mum income-tax levy stood at sixty per-
cent. The Bush-Reagan period kept low-
enng the rates for the top elite in our
natton. John Young, of the Waco Tri-
bune-Heraid. has written a review of the
book Who Really Pavs the Tuxes? by
Donaid Bariett and James Steele. In it,
they state who the real welfare recipients
are. “They wear pinstripes. They sail yachts
and own race horses. Thev are million-
aires and billionaires who hardly need
the assist from the taxpayers.” As Young
points out, “Between 1986 and 1987 alone,
Reagan’s taxes were lopped in half.”

But even the big shots are worried
about the viability of the free-enterprise
system, where so much of the proceeds
are siphoned off by a small minority. For
that reason, they have seized upon GATT
as an answer, plus NAFTA. Incidentally,
GATT has been given a new trademark,
the World Trade Association, signed by
representatives of over 100 nations in
Morocco. They propose to lower tariffs
and use other measures to keep the trickle-
down idea alive. The documents totals
over 26,000 pages. Almost all of it is
designed to spell out commercial trans-
actions, with only a few pages relating to
safeguarding the environment. NAFTA
was passed by one vote. Already the free-
trade zone along the Rio Grande has be-
come a cesspool, since the government
of Mexico has been controlled by a cor-
rupt one-party cabal for many decades.

What I fear is that the American pub-
lic, overwhelmed by the crime and vio-
lence that seem epidemic, may succumb
to the sort of dictatorship ractics used in
Singapore. Then, friends and neighbors,
we shall be living in a police state.

Call it what you sill, fascism wiil have
been restored. ¥






