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Beginming wit;htil:i,s;issma,cnthracuwas:imorf1:he60tjl
anmversary of the 1934 strike and in respect for the
veterans of the '34 strike, we will profile as many of
these brothers as possible. We feel that it will give
a little more humn touch in relating events of that
lmngago time. The following article, the first in the
series, is the result of Brother Del Castle's interview
of Hector Goulet

THOSE WHD SET THE. TARE
Veterans of Thirty Four
by Del Castle

With this issue of the 'Rusty Hook', we are starting
a swvey of the contributions made to our umion, aur
lives and to society by the veterans of the historic
West Coast longshore strike of '34. There are ten rem—
aiming 3 in the Seatt]e area and, on this year
of its 60" anmiversary, we will bring short stories of
as mmy as we can reach.

To start out, we pay our deepest homage and respect
to those in Seattle who gave their lives in the cause
(e was Shelvy Daffron, 47, delegate to the Northwest
Joint: Strike Committee, who was shot in the back while
engaged in strike activity at Point Wells. Daffron, a
family men, gave up what would have been a vastly impro—
ved life under a umion contract so that his fellow work—
ers and their families could enjoy theirs. As we all
know, the struggle brought recogmition of the umion, the
union hiring hall and decent wages, hours and working

conditions.,
HECICR GOULET .
¥We have chosen Bro. Hector Goulet for our first eff—

ort. Micknamed "Young Dago" in the early days, Hector

was born Sept. 22, 1909. He retired in 1972. His formal

" education included high school and a short business |
college course. Before coming on the waterfront in June,

1930, Brother Goulet worked at odd jobs and ane year in
a plywood mill.

In the "34 strike Hector was assigned to the roving
s;nd.&msﬁ:rmnam'totnvenﬁssedanyafﬂebig

., danybrooks, such as the Smith Cove fight where tear
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May membership meeting -—- May an

The annual Seattle ILWU Pension Club Luncheon wil
1 be held at the Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. No.
on Thur., May 12 at 1 PM. For anyone interested, the
Cocktail & Social Hour will commence at 11:30 AM. (For
some of us, this is the best part)
EVEIWILIIEERADFM]LYND/MFRIBDSISMHED
AND WELCOME 1 1 .

Luncheon tickets are available at the door ($10)

You are guaranteed a marvelous time

June membership meeting -~ June 6 (D-Day)

HEHAEHHHEHHHHEHHHEHE

clubs and guns, as we have all witnessed on film
in print, were used liberally on the strikers.
ItisHectcr’sopirﬁ.mtlnt,justasinanyprin:ip-
led beef today, there were "fence-riders” during the '3
strike. Winming the strike, though, brought most of them
around .

During the strike though, even the most optimistic
knew it was 'taﬂ:&go'aga:imtovermelnﬁng_oddsalﬁ
if the greatest effort wasn't put forth, the longshare—
men would lose. '

Hector and the vast mjority of his hrothers viewed
thecmtractasagrmtvictcry—mmallagreewidl
him on that! Wiile he did not suffer greatly during the
strike, many did, having to go with out pay for mare
than 90 days.

Afterﬂ:esu'jke,themmhadtomforceﬂnnavly
won contract. The employer, refusing to give any weight
to a presidential award, began to routinely vialate the
contract. They saw, as their first task, the eradication
of that pesky umion. The men's only weapon was the ™Wild
cat strike. Hector felt that some members didn't want to
g0 along, hn:themjoritywitasﬂ;emlyvaapmin
their arsenal that would counter the employer's attempt
to take away the gains of the strike.

In his opimion, the umion today is facing serious
problems. If the umion is not overcome campletely, the
waterfront is in danger of going back to the fink hall. { )
This was total employer control of hiring and the total |-
injustice that goes with it. Wat can be done about it |
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Bridges Institute will be of little help.

Other than his activity in the Seattle IIWU Pension
Club, Hector spends his time taking in the slack. No one
can deny that he has earned that.

We want to thank Brother Hector Goulet for his gem—
erous cooperation in taking the time to submit to the
interview. But mostly, we want to thank him for being a
part of the struggle that has given us the good life.
In addition, we want to wish him a happy future.

**%**************************#***

FINAL DISPATCH
Dick Latta ~———m—eueee Local 19
Willis Barker ——-———- " M 4g
Marvin Hairell ——--—— "momyg
Gordon Fox —————e—— "toomug
Charles Newton --——-- "o"ag

*********************************

APOLOGIA
In the last issue of the Rusty Hook, the Editor made a
very serious mistake. In the "FINAL DISPATCH" column,
he identified the deceased Vicky Foster as "the widow
of Jim Foster, PCPA President". It should have read
"wife of Jim Foster, PCPA President." My deepest and
most sincere apologies. ' Dick Moork

MAY DAY

May Day (May 1St) is accepted and celebrated as Inter
natinal Worker's Day in every industrial nation on earth
except in our beloved country, the United States: of
America. Ironically, May Day, as International Worker's
Day was born in the United States of America. It was
born out of the struggle to establish an eight hour day.

On May 4, 1886, a large demonstration was held in
Haymarket Square in Chicago, IL. The demonstration was
called for a demand tor a shorter working day (from 10-
12-or-16 hours to eight hours). During this demonstrat-
ion a bomb was detonated, killing several workers and
several policemen. To this day, the perpetrators of this
horror have never been discovered. However, six of the
organizers of the demonstration were arrested, charged
and despite the lack of any evidence, three of them were
hung. Out of this case of class injustice International
Worker's Day (May Day) was proclaimed and celebrated
world wide.

Subsequent to the establishment of May Day as Inter-
national Worker'd Day, The pressure of U.S. corporate
interests and the timidity of American politicians in,
Washington, D.C. decided they could not tolerate such |
a display of international worker's solidarity. A bill|
was introduced and passed in Congress proclaiming the'
first Monday in September as "Labor Day", thus negating
the international aspect of a united labor movement.

This is the historic origin of May Day and Labar Day.
Doesn't this have the same overtones of the rhetoric
. surrounding NAFTA or any other words or actions in comn-
.7 ectiouith

S TP FER

the
wiste £

trade union movement that exist today? »
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by Del Castle

GEORGE HOLTHE

Brother George Holthe was one of the early starters
on the waterfront of the Pacific Northwest. Beginning in
1923, he combined working as a longshoreman and sailing
on steam schooners out of Aberdeen, WA. Born in January,
1804, George is now a chipper 90 year old retiree ----
still, as they say, hale and hearty! He retired in '68.
He proudly displays his 1923 union book in the Internat-
ional Longshoremen's Assn., AFofl (ILA). He supported
the union's move to the CIO in 1937.

Born in Norway, which he has visited 20 times since
1859 -~ the last, three months ago, he doubts if he will
make it again. George became a U.S. citizen in 1942.

Holthe's '34 strike experience was in Aberdeen where
he hustled a truck from the Red Cross or Salvation Army
(too long ago to remember) and drove fellow strikers on
trips to farms and different companies rustling food

donations for the soup kitchens that fed strikers and
their families. The striker's wives manned the soup

kitchens that kept up the morale of the men.

In his memory, all Aberdeen longshoremen were solidly
behind the strike, as they were behind the ensuing "wild
cat" strikes called to enforce the arbitrator's award
and which led to union recognition, the hiring hall, a
decent wage and livable working hours and conditions
through a precedent breaking union contract. T

After Holthe moved to Seattle in 1940, he became a
foreman. A position he held for 25 years. All of us can
remember working for George when he a Walking Boss or a
Hatch Boss.

For recreation, George used to bowl and dance, having
organized dances for his fellow longshoremen and their
wives and friends in Aberdeen before transfering. Now,
of course, such recreation is a thing of the past. How-
ever, he still enjoys shooting the breeze with fellow
0ld Timers at the union hall.

In George's opinion, there is nothing wrong with the
union. "Unions™, he says, "are the soul of the working
class. All we need to do is stick together."

"If it had not been for these things, I might have live
out my life talking at street cormers to scorning men.
I might have die, unmarked, unknoun, a failure. Now, we
are not a failure. This is our career and our triumph.
Never in our full life could we hope to do such work
for tolerance, for joostice, for man's understanding
of man as now we do by accident. Our words - our lives
- our pains - nothing! The taking of our lives - lives
of a good shoemaker and a poor fish peddler - all!
That last moment belongs to us - that last agony is our
triumph."
THE IMMORTAL LAST WORDS OF BARTOLOMED VANZETTI.
(A SACCOVANZETTI MARTYR) '







