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PRESIDENT'S REPORT by Dick Moork

January 28-29, 1994 will go down as historic dates
in our state and, in at least one aspect, the annals of
our country. The ILWU pensioners didn't plan it that
way, but it certainly did turn out to be true. I feel
sure that we can expect continuing and greater benefits
from the Bridges Chair in the coming years. There is
one thing for sure. The ILWU and the PCPA, particularly
the Seattle Club (we are entitled to some braggin'
rights) can he proud of their contributions that made
this nistoric event possible.

It all started at the 1992 PCPA Convention, shortly
after the dedication of the Harry Bridges Chair, when
the Southern California delegation brought in a resolut-
ion that members of the PCPA be asked to contribute to
a fund to have a bust cast of ;Harry Bridges, to be pres-
ented to the UofWl. The membership came through.

January 28, 1994 was selected as the date that the
bust would be presented. Since guests from up and down
the Pacific Coast would be invited, Professor David
Olson, Holder of the Chair in Labor Studies, set about
organizing, not only the tgedication on Jan. 28, but a
labor conference on the 29~ . In addition to this, Prof.
Olson (hereafter to be knouwn as SuperProf) made arrange-
ments for the executive board of the PCPA to hold our
semi-annual meeting on the Uofl campus on the 27 . th

The board held their meetinghbeginning on the tﬁ?
and adjourning at noon on the 28~ . At 2 PMm, the 287, a
large crowd assembled at the Allen Library on the UofW
campus. Together, Uofll President Wm. Gerberding and PCPA
President Jim Foster unveiled the bust.

Following the acceptance, DOr. Gerberding made a
speech which can only be classified as an indictment of
the actions of government agencies during the years of
the anti-communist hysteria which rocked our nation. He
spoke specifically to the actions of the Uofll during the
late 40s, when they fired tenured professors for their
alleged political beliefs. These actions by the Uofll
administration left the school a virtual intellectual
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eunuch for a full generation.

In speaking, although he had no part in the matter,
Gerberding offered up an apology and a fervent hope that
it would never happen again. It can only happen again if
we let it happen. To all knowledgeable people present,
this speech was historic in that it was a first. Presi-
dent Gerberding deserves our most sincere thanks and our
support for his candid and courageous words.

The conference on the following day was titled, app-
ropriately, "Harry Bridges ‘and the Tradition of Dissent
Among Waterfront Workers." The panel included 3 labor
historians, two of whom are writing biographies of
Harry; Nikki Bridges, Harry's widow; our own Sister Jean
Gundlach, who was largely responsible for the historic
content of the unveiling ceremony (more later); Loc. 19s
Martin Jugum, Pete Grassi of Local 13 and Jesse Strana-
han of Local 40, three veterans of the good fight; Fred
Haley of Brown & Haley Candy Co. and past member of the
Tacoma School Board, who spoke on a like educational
abomination in Tacoma during the late 1 940s; and noted
Federal Judge Jack Tanner, whose long shoreman father,
Ernie, was a long time Tacoma docker who was Very very
instrumental in bringing the Tacama local into the ILWU
family. Professor Olsom moderated.

It is this writer's opinion that these two days of
activities were not only extremely significant in their
historic significance, but were further evidence of the
very meaning and importance of the collective sacrifices
made in endowing the Harry Bridges Chair and the hereto
fore ignored common interests of the academic world and
the world of labor. It cannot be denied that one of the
truest expressions of democracy lies in unions such as
the ILWU and, likewise, it cannot be denied that the
only way that education can flourish is within a frame-
work of democracy. It is a message that should not be
overlooked in this age of misinformation concerning
labor, trade unions and our educational system.



BALANCED BUDGETS AND UNBALANCED MINDS

Against all possible logic, the U.S. Senate may pass
the "Balanced Budget Amendment” in the very near future.
We lived through 12 years of quadrupling of our national
jebt by the vicious and failed policies of Reagan-Bush.
None of this debt was added at the behest of the Ameri-
can people -- all of it was added at the expense of the
American people, and a huge portion of it in secret.

Now, the same people responsible for this monumental
orgy of spending and deceit, along with some of our "neo
1iberals™ who have found electoral gold in the causes of
the right-wing, have decided to stiff the public once
again. This is what a balanced budget amendment (BBA)
would means

Experts warn that the BBA, for starters, would mean
129, or $1000 cut in annual Social Security pensions.
The politicians have acquired a habit (directly from
Reagan-Bush) of referring to Social Security as an "ent -

:+1pment’. Social Security was enacted as a birthright.
s

not as a gift and its coffers were supposed to be safe
from their greedy fingers. Remember, we paid for our
Social Security pensions and, in addition, we were not
responsible for the ill-gained debt.

If, as is the desire of its author (Sen. Paul Simon,
(D-IL), BBA takes effect in 1993 (all states must ratify
it), Medicare will be cut by $32 billion and Medicaid
will suffer a cut of $35 billion.

Meanwhile, you and I are paying for the over $500
billion tab for these same people's errors (if they can
be called errors) in the savings and loan abomination.

For God's sake, call Senators Murray and Gorton and
tell them that you oppose a balanced budget amendment.
The road to a balanced budget begins with responsible
legislators, not by increasing the suffering of the poer
people. Tell them the budget and debt that concerns you
the most is the ome that involves your pay or pension
check and the groceries on your family's table.

UNION vs “NON-UNION

According to the latest report of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, union workers earned $235 more per week than
non-union workers. This includes all workers, production
{"Blue-collar") and service . Blue-collar union members
outearned their non-union counterparts by a whopping
$392 a week, or over $20,000 a year. This may seem like
a very large difference but, when all fringe benefits,
few of which are received by non-union workers, are fac-
tored in, it is understandable.

The Bureau's study does not look into things such as
job security, fair hiring practices, grievance machin-
ery, personal dignity and self respect, or any of the
other intangibles which are the inherent part of being
a union member. These figures come from a thorough and
unbiased study by a govermment agency and not a rigged
poll.

This could possibly explain the all out corporate
attack on labor unions.
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IMAGE MAKERS

The Florida Orange Juice Commission seems to have a
continuing problem keeping a spokesperson. First, they
hired Anita Bryant, the Christian gay-basher. The heat
got too great so she was fired for being too 'controver-
sial'. They then hired native son, Burt Reynolds and he
sufficed until his and Loni's marital brouhahas became
too embarrassing. He was fired for the same reason as
Bryant. Too 'controversial'. The Commission, with an
enormous amount of corporate determination, has named a
new spokesperson.

Learning from their experience with controversial
people, the Commission has hired radic's sweet talkin'
but non-controversial Rush Limbaugh to be their latest
spokesperson.

Lawton Chiles, Florida's governor, has asked the aobv-
ious question; "If Florida orange juice tastes so good,
why did the Florida Orange Juice Commission appoint Rush
Limbaugh, the "Baron of Bad Taste", as the spokesperson
for their product?"

A BONA FIDE CELEBRITY AMONGST US!

In a story related to the Bridges' Bust dedication
and the ensuing Saturday conference, our own Sister Jean
Gundlach, who live up north on the Tulalip Reservation,
phoned the Everett Herald and gave them what for because
they had not covered the ceremonies. At first, their
reaction was "tho the hell are you?". When she told them
that she had been Secretary to the Coast Committee and
worked for Harry Bridges, they immediately offered to
send out a reporter and photographer.

For some background on this story; Jean's brother,
Ralph Gundlach, had been one of the professors purged in
the 1948 witch hunt at the UofW. Shortly after the dedi-
cation of the Bridges' Chair, Jean had sent a letter to
UW Pres. Wm. Gerberding, in which she explained her bro-
ther's case and noted that the university had never
acknowledged their guilt in this matter (universities
usually don't do that). This is the letter referred to
by Dr. Gerberding as "a beautiful, wrenchingly sad
letter", and which prompted Pres. Gerberding to make his
histgric statement on the occasion of the dedication of

heBust.

Back to the story; The Everett Herald sent out a
reporter and cameraman to Jean's home and the result was
an absolutely great article in the Sunday, February 13
edition of the Everett Herald. Not only that, accompany-
ing the article is an 8"x10" photograph of Jean and her
pet Siberian Sabre-Tooth tiger in her living room ---
in living color.

Jean has told me that the reporter, apparently a fan
of Bridges and the ILWU, in doing his job, wanted to
focus the story on her and not the occasion for which
she called the Herald. She says that she explained that
to the reporter and, consequently, the article is one of
the best that this writer has read concerning this subj-
ect matter. We all know the usual treatment trade unions
especially the ILWU and anything or anybody connected
with it, receive from the media. The article and photo
are posted in the pension club and the hiring hall.

Sister Gundlach is to be congratulated on her insis-
tence that the article should not be only about her, but
also about things she stood for and revered.

Thank you, Jean ---- you did us a great service.







